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World Trade and Finance 


_ The Empire’s representatives ‘‘declared 
Yemselyes ready to cooperate with other 
“ations in examining current difficulties, in- 
peding trade barriers and other obstacles to 
Mcrease of international trade and the 
liv, TOvement of the general standard of 
Ving.” 
og atticular interest was shown in (among 
19 or things) the Declaration of September, 
Kin which Governments of the United 
Medom, France, and the United States 
‘ed that they “attached the greatest im- 
Ttance to action being taken without delay 
oni {lax progressively the present system of 
the and exchange controls with a view to 
“Ir abolition.” 


_ The outstanding feature of the discussion 
tenth emphatic desire expressed by the 
Presentatives of every part of the British 
©mmon wealth represented at the Confer- 
to «that all practicable steps should be taken 
tra Secure the stimulation of international 
de.’ 
Settlement of Differences 
thate delegates declared that “in their view 
bepycttlement of dilferences that may arise 
tj fen nations and the adjustment of 
of "al needs should be sought by methods 
fign “OPEFation, joint inquiry, and concilia- 
eco, It: is in such methods and not in 
Urse to the use of force between nation 
Pfs Aon that the surest guarantee will be 
Telar: for the improvement of international 


~ and respect for mutual engage- 
s. 


oj 


€mipire, including the head of that Government which, our correspondent 
mplies, only refrains from adopting an alternative because it has never heard 


The following are the main points in that very practical and constructive 
Policy as they appear in the report of the Imperial Conference: 


Disarmament and “Defence” 


The delegates were “impressed by the 
world-wide effect of increased armaments on 
the international situation and on the finan- 
cial and economic situation of the nations 
concerned. 

“They all desired earnestly to see as wide 
a measure of disarmament as could be 
obtained...” 

The Conference also “recognized that it 
is the sole responsibility of the several parlia- 
ments of the British Commonwealth to 
decide the nature and scope of their own 
defence policy.” 


League Covenant and Peace Treaties 


“Being impressed with the desirability of 
strengthening the influence of the League by 
the enlargement of its membership, they 
united in expressing the view that this obrect 
would be facilitated by the separation of 
the Covenant from the Treaties of Peace.” 


Australia and the Pacific 


“The Conference noted with interest the 
statement that Australia would greatly we!- 
come a regional understanding and pact of 
non-aggression by the countries of the 
Pacific, and would be prepared to collaborate 
to that end with all the peoples of the Pacific 
region in a spirit of understanding and sym- 
pathy. They agreed that if such an arrange- 
ment could be made it would be a desirable 
contribution to the cause of peace and to the 
continued maintenance of friendly relations 
in the Pacific, and that it should be the sub- 
ject of further consultation between Govern- 
ments.” 


ten o-one pretends that these points cancel out the other parts of the 
Ort embodying policies of arms and economic nationalism. The 
ht is that the Empire statesmen have themselves shown that there 
4n alternative, and our job is to see that they turn to it. 


all circles in Rome had not been 
realized in England. 
AN EXCLUSIVE ARTICLE 
BY MR. LANSBURY AP- 
PEARS ON PAGE ELEVEN. 


Once More Unto 


the Breach ! 


By THELMA NIKLAUS 
(On behalf of the Basque Fund) 


CHARITY begins at home; but 
in exceptional circumstances 
she must go abroad. 


We who, for the past month, 
have been engrossed in the needs 
and happiness of the 56 children in 
our care, cannot forget that in 


1 Spain thousands of men, women, 


and children are forced to live in 


} conditions which would revolt the 
} poorest labourer, and offend his 


pride. 


Herded together by force of cir- 
cumstances, they sleep by the road- 
side, on the platforms of under- 
ground railways, in ruined houses, in 
open fields. They suffer not only 
from shock, nervous strain, and 
anxiety, but also from lack of food, 
clothes, and medical attention. 


Will you help these unhappy Span- 
ish people? Will you help to provide 
the children with the milk and bread 
they need so badly? Will you help 
to relieve parents of the unspeakable 
misery of watching their children 
Starve and sicken? 


If you will, please send a substan- 
tial sum marked “Spanish Relief 
Fund” to the Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London, W.1. All 
that you can afford, and more than 
you can afford. 


Sixpence may save the life of some 
unhappy child. A hundred pounds 
would bring relief to a whole colony. 


APPEALS—AND A PLAN—FOR 


PACIFISTS’ REPLY TO 
MOCK AIR RAID 
CHALLENCE 


LTHOUGH full details of the 

‘Southampton mock air raid were 
only published just before the event, 
the Peace Pledge Union immediately 
decided to stage a demonstration to 
show the public the futility and in- 
effectiveness of air raid “precautions.” 


Following a hurried meeting over 
the week-end, the Southampton group 
distributed leaflets to every house in 


the area affected. This was done on 
Monday and Tuesday of last week, 
and on Wednesday members picketed 
the public meeting held by officials in 
the Town Hall. 


Meantime the Hampshire Re- 
gional Organization had got in 
touch with all the groups for volun- 
teers for a poster parade in 


(Continued 11 col. 2, page 2) 


PEACE IN 
SPAIN 


19 A MEASURE of non-interven- 

tion designed simply to 
localize the conflict is insufficient 
either to meet the immediate 
situation, or to satisfy the moral 
sense of mankind. To save civiliza- 
tion a more vigorous effort in making 
peace is required of all of us.” 


This plea is made in an appeal to 
neutral leaders “not to forget the 
larger issues of peace,” just issued 
over the signatures of the Bishop of 
Birmingham, Miss Vera Brittain, the 
Rev. Henry Carter, Miss A. Ruth 
Fry, Professor C. E. M. Joad, 
George Lansbury, Lord Ponsonby, 
Canon C, E. Raven, the Rev. Leyton 
Richards, Dr. H. R. L. Sheppard, 


Dr. Donald Soper, and well-known 
Americans. 


“Is it too much to expect,” con- 
tinues the appeal, “that the early 
months of the second year of war 
will see a renewed and _ steadily 


(Continued in col. 1, page 2 


(Continued from col. 4, p. 1) 

i| @ maintained effort by neutral groups 
or governments or parties to formu- 
late terms of settlement which would 
secure for all classes in Spain more 
than could possibly be secured by 
peace through exhaustion, and more 
than could ultimately be retained 
f through victory by force of arms? 
“Whatever one thinks of non- 
; intervention, it must surely not be 
regarded as an end in itself, but 
should become the basis of a real 
effort to formulate terms of peace 
and make them effective.” 

Another appeal, this time by 
Senor S. de Madariaga, former 
Spanish ambassador, who was also 
his country’s representative at 
Geneva, was made in a letter pub- 
lished in The Times on Monday. 

NO REAL VICTORY 

Whoever won, he declared, would 
win a foreign victory—Spain herself 
would be defeated. He asked the 
Jeaders on both sides ‘to stand back 
in the solitude of their conscience, 
away from the fire and smoke of 
material and moral war; 

they will then realize that there is 

only one way for Spain to win 

this war-—and that is precisely 
through a peace by reconciliation.” 

Meanwhile, a suggested plan for 
peace has been sent to PEACE 
NEWS by Fredrik Norman, a 
Cuban, who analyses the situation as 
follows: 

A portion of the Spanish people, believing 
that the institution of private property is 
mecessary for the peaceful continuance of 
their civilization, stands ready to fight to the 
death for that end. Another portion con- 
tends with equal vehemence that man has 
no right to private property, and plunges 
into a sea of blood with an equally firm 
determination to annihilate the institution. 

The plan proposes “the establish- 
ment in London of a Peace Agency, 
to work in close contact with the Non- 
Intervention Committee. The directors 
of this Peace Agency should be author- 
ised by the Non-Intervention Com- 
mittee to conduct peace negotiations 
with the different groups of Spanish 
belligerents. ...” 

“The situation is, to some extent, 
comparable to the last Cuban revolu- 
tion,” declares the author of the plan, 
who claims that during this revolution 
he was able to persuade the United 
States State Department to reverse its 
non-intervention scheme and to em- 
bark upon a peace policy under which 
economic assistance was rendered to 
Cuba. His present plan is based on 
the experience of Cuba and the author 
is bringing it to the attention of the 
various authorities concerned. 


Air Raid Precautions 
Government's Offer 
Rejected 


The Government offered, at a meet- 
ing on Monday, to bear seventy per- 
cent of the whole of the cost of air 
raid “precautions” services. 

The representative of all the local 
authorities, however, stated that in 
their view, air raid “precautions” 
were intimately and directly re- 


by the Government. 


“VICIOUS CIRCLE” LEAFLET 
The “Vicious Circle” 


from Frank and Florence 


lated to the whole question of 
national defence, and while local 
authorities were prepared to co- 
operate with the Government as 
agents they considered that the 
whole of the cost should be borne 


leaflet and 
other publications of the Cheshire 
Monthly Meeting Peace Committee of 
the Society of Friends, are obtainable 
Boor 
(Clerks), ‘‘Friendleigh,” Dane Bank, 
Disley, Cheshire, and not from Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


PEACE 


By Lord Ponsonby 


HE address given by Lord 
T Halifax on July 11 at St. 

Martin-in-the-Fields at the 
service of Prayer for Peace was 
broadcast, reported verbatim in 
the Press, and is now being issued 
in pamphlet form. 

Some people seem to have been 
under the that Canon 
“Dick” Sheppard is still officially con- 
nected with St. Martin’s and was there- 
fore indirectly responsible for Lord 


Halifax having been invited to give the 
address. This, of course, is not the 


impression 


case. 

The importance of the address 
should not be underestimated. 
No politician of today stands 
higher in public esteem as a 
man of spotless integrity, high 
principle, and noble achieve- 
ments.” 


The affectionate regard which is 
generally accorded to him makes him 
stand out as a statesman whose words 
carry weight and it is not too much 
to say that as an exponent of the 
principles of Christianity, in which he 
is a firm and consistent believer, his 
opinions are likely to have more influ- 


ence than the occasional outbursts of 
high ecclesiastics who often adopt a 
controversial and even truculent tone 
calculated to raise opposition rather 
than to persuade. 


* . * * 


"THE high tone of Lord Halifax’s 

address, its deep sincerity and 

and its broad minded tolerance make 

it the more formidable and the more 
difficult to criticize. 

It is most important, therefore, that 
so weighty a pronouncement should 
not be allowed to pass without com- 
ment from those of us who are con- 


(Contined from col. 3, page 1) 


Southampton on the Thursday 
evening. London groups had been 
doing the same, and in four days 
they had knowledge of over seventy 
people who were willing to sacri- 
fice a night’s rest in the cause of 
peace. 


Some travelled by car, and some 
by special coaches. People from 
Hampshire began to arrive at about 
seven, and the first poster parade set 
off at eight o’clock. Soon after con- 
tingents began to = arrive from 
Bournemouth, Hastings, Salisbury, 
and other places, the last arrival 
being the buses from London at ten 
o’clock. There were over 150 
volunteers and the High Street was 
lined on both sides with people car- 
rying posters and giving away 
leaflets. 

No-one could have been in South- 
ampton that night and still not know 
what the P.P.U. stands for. 


(it is hoped to publish in next 
week’s PEACE NEWS an article de- 
scribing the Southampton mock air 
raid.) 


NEWS 


A REPLY TO LORD HALIFAX 


vinced that his words contain a serious 
misinterpretation of the underlying 
facts of modern warfare. 


His theme, namely that in certain 
circumstances “it is justifiable for 
Christian men to take up arms,” he 
expounded far more convincingly than 
the bishops who have preceded him. 
But reading every line of his argu- 
ment with close attention we find 
him building up his whole case on 
a serious fallacy. 


“War,” he declares, “is only a symp- 
tom of a disease deeply seated in hu- 
man nature—namely evil,” and “there 
can be no real or permanent cure of 
the symptom except by eradication of 
the disease.” Three questions at once 
arise from this statement. 

1. Is the evil in our nature the cause 
of war? 


2. Must war therefore continue so 
long as there is evil in our nature? 

3. Can any evil be cured by taking 
up modern weapons of war against it? 


* aa * ” 


O\ITE definitely we 
the suggestion that modern 


refute 


war is caused by the evil passions in 
man’s nature. Man's combative instinct 
and elemental passions are not the 
cause of war. 


On the contrary we should say that 
the very principles on which peace 
should be founded which he laid down 
later in his address are greatly on the 
increase among the common people 
of the nations, namely “mutual respect 
and mutual trust, unselfishness, the 
service of others.” 


The peoples have no quarrels. They 
are only anxious to get on with the 
work they have before them. Hatred 
and animosity are not of their making. 

The order to kill comes from the 
authority above them, and the order to 
hate is deliberately engineered by lying 
propaganda for which they are in no 
way responsible. 


That there is evil in our nature is 
of course true. But if we are to wait 
till we are all purified before war can 
be stopped, surely that is a counsel 
of despair. 


That there are worse evils than war 
may also be true just as there are worse 
catastrophes than death. But there can 
be no justification for the inference 
that by war you can stop the evil of 
war when we know that every 
occurrence of war makes the recur- 
rence of war more certain. 


. * 


UT Lord Halifax faces the 

issue of the responsibility of 

a government as trustee of the nation 

and he brings in the inevitable police- 

man declaring that it is not possible 

“to argue that force which is generally 

admitted to be legitimate in one form 

is always wrong in another,” and 

therefore “it is a question of degree not 
of principle.” 


* - 


It is amazing that he should fall into 
the trap of this misleading comparison. 
To readers of PEACE NEWS it is only 
necessary for me to put it in a couple 
of sentences. 


The policeman, by the consent of 
the whole community, catches the 
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From CECIL H. WILSON, MP. 


To the Editor of PEACE NEWS 


I FEEL encouraged rather 
than otherwise by what 
Lord Halifax said. That he 
spoke in all sincerity there is 
no doubt, for he is a devout 
Christian and it was as that 
rather than as the National 
Government leader in the 
House of Lords that he 
appeared to speak. 

But he occupies that position 
and his remarks were those of 4 
jayman who is looked up to and 
respected by many people who 
divorce religion from politics. 
What he said was quite definitely 
a defence of war from his 
Christian standpoint, and was in- 
tended to discount the view of 
the Christian pacifist which, a8 
Canon Morris has said, is gain- 
ing ground. 

That a very leading mem- 
ber of the Government has 
found it necessary to chal- 
lenge that view means that 
the Government know that 
the time to ignore it has gone 
by and we may be profoundly 
thankful and encouraged. 


criminal who is convicted and punished 
for his misdeed. The fighting forces 
by the consent of only one party 12 
the dispute, are ordered to massact® 
thousands of innocent people whilé 
“the criminals,” if any are named, a@ 
never touched and never punished: 
Could there be an analogy more falst 
on which to base an excuse for Wal: 


“The establishment between nations 
of that relationship which ought '0 
obtain between Christian individuaJss 
the basis which Lord Halifax rightly 
declares as indispensable for intel 
national peace, is a matter for gover 
ments to establish. 


In this the peoples of the nations will 
give them whole-hearted support. The)» 
in spite of their “evil” natures, aré 2 
the obstacle, Indeed, they would see™ 
to be the only hope. 


O make use, as he suggested, of 

“the lesser evil” in order aul 
eradicate “the greater evil” is doubtl¥ 
morality at best. 


But when there is sure knowledsé 
that the use of the lesser evil ar 
effect no good purpose, and only te? of 
to perpetuate a system the futility 
which has been proved beyond qU@ 
tion and the barbarity of whic a 
rapidly on the increase, it would ¢ 
tainly seem that religion and reas0@ 
morality and expediency, can unite © 
wholesale and uncompromising © of 
demnation of war in any shape 
form. 


They can and should encourage a 
individual to resist participation 
and they should ceaselessly organiz€ 
strenuous endeavour to influence 7 
responsible governments by strength?’ 
ing the great and increasing mass he 
sane opinion on whose support 
existence of governments depends. 


ae 


We must indeed conclude reluctantly 
that Lord Halifax, in his high ®) 
authoritative position, is doing ae 
service to the conscience of morris: 
lightened humanity by enjoining C 
tians in the name of their Mast. 
massacre, to destroy, to burn, to Mm the 
and to devastate at the bidding Of 
State. 


—_—" 
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Wants a 


“ ‘A. NEW International Order” will 

be the theme of the ninth world 
Congress of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, to be 
held at Luhacovice, Czechoslovakia, 
from Tuesday to Thursday. 


Among the 200 delegates 
Visitors from all parts of the world will 
be Mrs. Hamid Ali, one of the leading 
Women of the Indian National Con- 
8ress, who is expected to speak on the 
Situation in India, and a coloured 
Woman member of the United States 
Delegation, who will report on prob- 
ms of the coloured race. 


Important 


and 


contributions will be 
Made to the discussion of the main 
lopic by many national sections of the 
fague. Norwegians will speak on in- 
mational arbitration, French and 
English women on colonial questions, 
Wedish women on the international- 
Ration of civil aviation, Danish 
Women on a real League of Nations, 
nd Hungarian women on common 
LS 


POLAND 
Would Not Pay for 


Arms 
CRUEL methods are being used 


against Polish peasants in the en- 
feavour to obtain money for the 
®Vernment’s National Defence Fund 
ports the summer number of The 
oad Resister) although officially con- 
‘butions are to be voluntary. 
Jacob Wolczek, a peasant living in 
Village near Mir and a member of 
Village council, refused invitations 
come a member of a body which 
alt, to raise money for the fund, 
Ough subjected to threats. 
‘If the money were for dis- 
armament I would like to give 
alf my property, but for arma- 
Ments I will not give a penny,” 
€ said when an attempt was 
Made to collect money from him. 
| 


Despite petty persecution and a fine 


Of i: 
to thirty zloty (about £1 4s. ) he refuses 
Yield, 


IY 
TERNATIONAL 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
MILITARISM 


ae dous Huxley and Bertrand Russell 
t- among the members of the 
nayeratY committee of the Inter- 
Mig 2! Campaign against War and 

tarism, which will hold its first 
Se,rnS in the Salle des Sociétés 


antes, 8 rue Danton, Paris, from 
"Bust 1 to 4, 


cet ewe five points will be dis- 


I, Moral and military disarmament. 


ius Political, economic, and_ social 
ce between nations. 


3, oe ae 
Servi Estolition of compulsory military 


4, Abolition of war preparations. 


ma Liberation of conscientious ob- 
tors. 


pire address of the international 
lariat is 30 rue Joubert, Paris (9e). 


PEACE NEWS 


| World Congress of*'Women 


New International Order 


action for settling minority and 


frontier questions. 


The problems of the day, such as 
Spain, Ethiopia, and China will also be 
discussed. 


Aid for Labour in U.S.A. 


The annual report of the 
League’s U.S.A. section recalls its 
belief that the basis of peace and 
freedom is a just economic and 
social order, and its condemnation 
of the violent methods so often 
used to break strikes and prevent 
the organization of workers in the 
United States. 


Work with labour groups is a new 
phase of activity in America. It has 
taken the form of seeking cooperation 
with labour on certain specific peace 
issues, and of cooperating in labour 
efforts to gain economic and social 
conditions which the W.I.L. recognizes 
to be fundamental to peace. 


INDIA 


GANDHI'S LESSON FOR 
THE WORLD 


| FELT I was speaking not only for 


Gandhi but also for our religious 
socialists in Switzerland and for the 


pacifists in Great Britain,” wrote 


Pierre Cérésole (founder of the Inter- 
national Voluntary Service for Peace) 
recently concerning an address he gave 
at a Congress Party conference in 
North Bihar, India. 


“Truth and ahimsa (inadequately 
rendered in English as ‘‘non-violence’’) 
are eternal things,” said Pierre Céré- 
sole in his speech, “ordinary politics 
are not. Given truth and ahinisa on 
one side and politics in the ordinary 
sense on the other, Mahatma Gandhi 
will not hesitate to choose between 
them.” 


Gandhi had no difficulty in 
choosing between truth, ahimsa, 
and politics, he continued, 
because for him there could be 
no real and lasting politics which 
did not respect the fundamental 
principle of real and_ lasting 
religion, just as there could be no 
real and lasting religion which 
did not support real and lasting 
politics. 


This chief lesson which the mahatma 
preached was needed not only by 
India but by the entire world. Reduced 
to simple words, it meant “No real 
politics without truth and respect for 
other lives and persons, and no real 
religion without active service, and if 
need be, sacrifice for improving the 
material situation of other men and 
other nations.” 


Pierre Cérésole refuted the objection 
raised by certain people that Congress 
was a political body and not an organ- 
ization for moral and religious propa- 
ganda by saying that one cannot have 
the outside of a spherical surface 
without having its inside too. 


Foreign News Page 3 


TRAGEDY OF STARVATION 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Red Cross Festival 
for Peace 


6SAJO-ONE even in this age can 

avoid individual responsi- 
bility. It is individual responsi- 
bility which blesses the fruits of 
collective effort.” 


In view of the way in which nurses 
and doctors are being drawn into 
Britain’s military preparations, these 
words of a speaker at the peace festi- 
Vities of the Czechoslovak Red Cross 
are significant, particularly as he also 
declared that 


“general peace grows out of the 
peace of individual souls. Every- 
body has to work daily for his own 
internal peace.” 


During the festivities a two minutes’ 
silence was observed, “in which,” 
added the speaker, ““ we remember all 
those who have lived before us and 
those who fell before they were able 
to complete their tasks. 


“It is not connected with the 
November armistice which brought the 
World War to a close. The world was 
then divided into two camps. We wish 
fervently for these camps to find them- 
selves in unity of spirit, in active con- 
structive peace.” 


Other Red Cross societies are 
following Czechoslovakia's example, 
and the Czechoslovak Government has 
made a grant for the study and 
organization of an international peace 
celebration, 


speculation. 
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BECAUSE 


1. It is a safe investment and not a 


2. Its shares are free from fluctuation. 


3. The interest paid to shareholders is 
4% p.a. Free of Income Tax 
equivalent to a gross rate of 
£5. 6.8 per cent. 


4. Withdrawals can be made in full at 
any time on short notice. 


5. It costs nothing to invest. 


6. If costs nothing to realise. 


Send postcard for prospectus 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


IN SPAIN 


War Resisters’ Relief 
Work 


From Our Special Correspondent 
CASTELLON-DE-LA-PLANA. 


E manual labourer in this 

part of Spain is accustomed to 
eat at least a kilo of bread every 
day. He is now rationed to a 
quarter of that quantity and there 
is little or nothing to replace the 
remainder. 

My host's daily maid, a Madrid 
refugee, was visited by a sister ten 
years her junior. 

“Why does your sister look so 
much older than you?” asked my 
hostess. 

“She is starving herself to feed her 
three children” was the reply. 

“She gets her rooms and one peseta 
a day for cleaning the school build- 
ings.” 

When you reflect that a peseta 
will at present buy 1} lbs. of wheat- 
and-rice bread and 14 pints of adul- 
terated milk, you realize that the 
work of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national—which is trying to pro- 
vide for war-victims of all ages—is 
beyond all praise. 

(Gifts should be sent either to 
Canon “Dick” Sheppard, Peace Pledge 
Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1, 
orto A. Ruth Fry at the War Resisters’ 
International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex, marked “Spanish Relief 
Fund.”’) 
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Headquarters’ Notes ane Notice Board 
. wanwic amp Ww! e€ Open trom 
and Comments 


2 p.m, Friday, July 30, to 4.30 p.m. 
Friday, August 6. Timetable: — 
Saturday (morning): “The _ Inter- 
national Background”; Mr. Kingsley 
Martin (Editor, New Statesman and 
Nation); (evening) discussion leader, 
Harold Bing. Sunday (morning): 
“The Faith That- is Pacifism”; Max 
Plowman. Monday (morning): “The 
Political Background”; Middleton 
Murry. Tuesday (morning): “The 
Last War”; Dr. Alex Wood; (evening) 
discussion leader, Wilfred Wellock. 
Wednesday (morning): “Collective 
Security”; speaker from Women’s Ad- 
visory Committee; (evening) concert. 
Thursday (morning): “Today and 
Tomorrow”; Lord Ponsonby; (even- 
ing) discussion leaders, Dr. H. R. L. 
Sheppard and Brig.-Gen. F. P. Crozier. 


Anyone wishing to join members 
of Richmond group cycling to 
Maidenhead July 31 for speaking, 
&c., tour during Bank Holiday week- 
end write Miss Pope, 44 Meadowside, 
Cambridge Park, Twickenham. 


Birmingham wants more P.N. 
sellers each Friday, one hour or more 
between 4.30 and 9.30 p.m. Write 
Wilfred S. Burtt, 3 Innage Road, 
Northfield, Birmingham. 


Reading group has three name 
“boards” to lend free (except for cost 
of carriage) to any group needing them 
for peace shop, &c. They carry the 
words ‘Peace Shop,” ‘* Lending Lib- 
rary,” and “Reading Room” respec- 
tively. Apply H. Stevens, Gower 
Cottage, Elm Road, Reading. 


Hull members, please rally round 
Peace Centre, 64 Prospect Street, and 
help its success. 


Thanks for contributions to the 
Basque children from all foster- 


By MAX PLOWMAN 
96 Regent Street, W.1. 


6¢°THE letter killeth ...” and I rather 

think some of my letters have 
been of that order lately, for they’ve 
been written by one conscious of some 
flagging of the spirit. As the summer 
comes on and the toll of work in- 
creases, we are apt to get that tired 
feeling. We start longing for a ruck- 
sack, a lonely hedge and a pipe, and 
begin to feel that by comparison with 
such peace, pacifism on the sixth-floor- 
back is pure activism. 


* * * * 


“The spirit” is generous; and 
generosity is the soul of pacifism. To 
be generous we need to cultivate our 
inner resources so as not to allow our 
stock to be preyed upon by the thou- 
sand natural ills that flesh is heir to; 
otherwise we begin to feel like the 
bull’s-eye of a target that has been shot 
out by the thousand interrogations 
and details of the day. When that 
happens we fall back on “the letter”; 
reply to amiable questions with steely 
asperity, and see the case for pacifism 
in terms of defeated opponents. 

Not thus will the cause be won. Not 
thus will the tide of goodwill flow in 
and cover the sharp rocks and chatter- 
ing pebbles of human animosity. 

* * = x 


I believe it is better to preach false 
doctrine in the spirit of charity than to 
speak the truth in the spirit of con- 
tention. The job is to know how to 
cultivate the spirit and avoid the letter. 
Well, we pacifists have need to hold a 
continuous court of self-judgment, self- 
condemnation and _ self-annihilation; 


collecting-box disgorged £1 l6s. 6d. 
and an I.0.U. for 6d.; and the society 
class and peace group attached to 
Bessborough Road Methodist Church, 
Harrow, for a contribution of £1 10s. 


Apologies to our Basque school- 
girl, Maria Luz Nunez, aged 13, and 
last week reported as enjoying 


for unless we do so, the unholy prig,|“siestas.” Her actual preference is for 
the self-righteous bore, the confident | “fiestas,” i.e., feasts (English—holi- 
rationalist—in a word, all that is meant | days). 


by “the letter’—begins to show its 
cloven hoof; and though we may carry 
off some booby prize in the battle of 
wits, we lose the laurel of the peace- 
maker that is the only prize worth 
winning. In “the mental fight,’ which 
is the war of the spirit, all the rules 
that govern the war of swords and 
spears are reversed; for in the cor- 
poreal fight the ego struts and preens 
itself in every kind of borrowed 
plumage, while in the spiritual fight the 
ego fades out and we offer ourselves, 
undisguised, unarmed, as mere reeds 
through which the spirit may blow the 
aeolian music of love, understanding, 
and forgiveness. 
* x * * 


Hamlet acclaimed the man who is 
not passion’s slave. Give me the man 
who is both tired and good-tempered 
and I will wear him in my heart’s core, 
ay, in my heart of hearts. I have met 
him in the trenches: I have known 
him in the P.P.U. What is his secret? 
I suspect it lies in his having lived so 
long in the spirit that the spirit has 
become invincible and thus immune 
from the weakness of the flesh. And I 
suppose the discipline of Eastern 
wisdom is designed to achieve that 
victory. Anyway, in “the mental 
fight” it is a secret we must all learn 
sooner or later if we are not to fail 
very miserably when the testing time 
really begins. For “the letter killeth.” 
And it’s the killing business we have 
foresworn. We, therefore, of all 
people, have to keep the sharpest 
watch upon ourselves lest we betray 
the spirit by reliance upon the letter. 


‘* Dishonour Worse than 
Death” 


A VERY successful public meeting 

was organized by the Highgate 
group of the Peace Pledge Union at 
Archway Central Hall, Highgate, N., 
recently, the hall (which seats 1,500) 
being filled to capacity, and a great 
enthusiasm for peace was shown by 
the audience present, 


Brigadier-General F. P. Crozier 
emphasized the fact that the only 
defence available in future wars, would 
be offence and added: 


“I am fed up with all this about 
dying for one’s country. There 
are worse things than death—one 
is dishonour, and I think it would 
be dishonourable to go to another 


children for the sake of the pres- 
tige of the army or the British 
Empire. 

“If that is the only way it can 
be held together, then the sooner 
we lose it the better!” 


BIRMINGHAM 
“GET-TOGETHER” 


A recent social evening was attended 
by close on 100 members of the South 
Birmingham groups and their friends, 
when information as to local activities 
was exchanged and suggestions given 
for future work. 


PEACE NEWS 


parent groups: Romford—whose last | lation! 


country and murder women and|.. .” 


A_ display of 
Greek dancing 
was one of the 
features of a 


recent garden 
party held by 
the  Bexley- 


heath group. 


GROUP NOTES 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


HE WAR FEVER which is being 

steadily and deliberately stimu- 
lated in this country, as in others, is 
born of fear and fed by lies and hat- 
red. Air raid “precautions” are a 
complete bluff and calculated to con- 
script public opinion before the event. 
In spite of the almost complete boycott 
of the Peace Pledge Union by the 
national Press, a tremendous amount 
of work is being done in all parts of 
the country to counter this insidious 
propaganda. We are steadily building 
a public opinion fed on truth and a 
desire to cooperate with other coun- 
tries, which is developing into a 
PEACE FEVER. We believe that it 
is possible for a country or a continent 
to be swept with this peace fever and 
to carry all before it—even the Press, 
which, after all, is ready to alter its 
tune when a pain is felt in their circu- 
War is not inevitable and 
peace is possible. We must change 
the focus of opinion from that of 
blindly accepting the drift to war to 
one of demanding a pacifist solution as 
the only alternative. 


Chester has been the centre of a 
tattoo week and the local group have 
been splendidly active; 20,000 leaflets 
were distributed by them to the crowds 
during the four days it lasted and on 
the last day a poster parade was car- 


i|ried out by sixty people; the proces- 


sion marched through the main streets 
and paraded up and down outside the 
gates of the pageant. Copies of 
PEACE NEWS were sold as well as 
thirty copies of the Suppressed Speech 
and sixty copies of the leaflet The 
Tattoo Exposed. This poster parade 
was made possible by the cooperation 
of the Manchester groups, who sent 
fifty members 37 miles by cars to help. 
Some of these people had already 
taken part in a_ three-mile poster 
parade during the afternoon in Man- 
chester. Wallasey also helped and the 
whole demonstration shows what can 
be done when groups combine. The 
police were very friendly and no doubt 
secretly sympathized! 

Norwich has sprung to life in no 
uncertain way. At a public meeting 
on Tuesday Jast week 1,600 people 
came to hear Dr. Sheppard, Canon 
Morris, and Middleton Murry and the 
result will certainly be that hundreds 
of people who up till now have said 
“We agree with you in principle, but 
will now finish their sentence at 
“principle” and become active workers 
for the Peace Pledge Union. All the 
speakers were on the top of their form 
and many questions were asked and 
dealt with from the platform. I hope 
this will mean the beginning of great 
group activity throughout Norfolk. A 
great many small groups are being 
formed in the country districts and 
need a live centre to coordinate their 
activities. 

Note. Will those persons who are 
going to Swanwick Camp please notice 
that in the programme sent to them 
this week I inadvertently put “excur- 
sions have been arranged to the Peace 
district.” This should have read 
“Peak district,” although after we have 
been there I hope the words will be 
synonymous! 


UNDER THE OAK TREE 


By THELMA NIKLAUS 
(On behalf of the Basque Fund) 


THE Oak Tree at Langham is beat 
ing extraordinary fruit. In spite 
of the fact that July is nearly givin’ 
place to August, all our Basque boys 
have become “football-minded,” whu? 
the girls are prepared to stand on the 
touchline, cheering, and even to offer 
a little worship now and again, when 
the hero of the team struts past. 

There are two main topics of ¢08” 
versation—fvotball, and football vests: 
The vests-fund has now swelled to thé 
vast proportions of 14s. 53d.; if 10 
one succumbs in the next few days ‘ 
the desire for sweets or knitting WO? 
from the canteen, four and six W! 
complete the fund, and eleven Basque 
boys will take the field in crimson 
vests! Even the youngest children, 
receiving twopence per week, joyfully 
add a halfpenny or a farthing to the 
fund, while their elders contribute 
more princely sums, ; 

The second match of the season }8 
against Wherstead Hall, Ipswich, 
where other Basque children 4F° 
settling down in their new quarte!s: 
The captain of our team accepted the 
challenge in these terms: 

Esteemed Antonio: ‘ 

He who now writes to you, captain of oe 
Basque team at present at Colchester, “in 
knowing that you wish to hold a match “a 
us, tells you that though you are more ; 
is, you are able to select players fro" 
a larger number) we challenge you, or rat 5 
we desire to play with you, our brother 
who have said farewell to our country @ 
to Southampton. Therefore do we accé 
the challenge, and hope that you will com 
at the same time as to play, to talk with ‘sh 
We are grateful to be able to establi * 
relations with you. The chief thing in pls 
ing, with us, is to play formally an = 
injure your friends. 

So then, you know; your brothers 
blood desire to play with you, and we hoP 
you will come on Wednesday at 3 p.m. 
shall treat you well. ws 

Without more to tell you, he who kno 
not if we have met in Southampton t@ 
leave of you. 

* * . * 


One of the smaller boys, an indepen” 
dent lad of seven, has decided that te 
time has come for him to have © 
career. School has little to offer hi™ 
the whole world is before him. ' 
therefore to be found, almost every 
day, helping the gardeners, or peeling 
potatoes in the kitchen. His express! 
seems to say: “School may be all of 
for those kids... .” In fact, out 
school-hours, the back-door beco 
an increasingly popular haunt, 
would-be captains of industry 4°. 
up to demand “more work” of at 
house staff. A favourite job is tor is 
the dustbins to the incinerator. ide 
takes a good five: three boys to 
a la chariot, and two to push! 

* * a * 


Owing to the generosity of oe 
members and of the general publi 
each of our children now has 2 © S 
plete and attractive wardrobe. 64 
many clothes have been received thé ve 
huge pile have been sent to the Basd 
House at Ipswich. Silvia Dobson, be 
Warden, affirms that soon they W! 
able to oper a permanent stores 

(concludzd at foot of column 4, Pak A 
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“Remove Bombing 
School” 


WELSH PLEA TO KING 


THRE threat to Welsh life and cul- 
ture caused by the RAF. 
bombing school at Penyberth, near 


Pwllheli, was referred to in a letter 
Sent by the Welsh Nationalist 
Party to the King on the eve of his 
visit to Caernarvon last week. 


The King was petitioned to cause 
his Ministers to remove the bombing 
school or to arrange for its conversion 
Mo a civil aerodrome. 


Three members of the party are now 
Nearing the end of their sentences in 
onnexion with the fire at the bombing 
School last September. 


Every Picture 
Tells a Story! 


LL the large national advertizers 

Tegularly pay tribute to the 
“lectiveness of newspaper advertizing 
~and they are right. 


But have you noticed that, in addi- 
l'on, many of them use the poster 
NWardings to reinforce their message? 
€nerally the latter is brief—just 
4 reminder, in fact—and often it is 
companied by an illustration. 


Pacifists, too, have a message to 
ake known, and pictorial propa- 
8anda to accompany it serves a very 
Useful purpose. For this purpose 
ACE NEWS is holding a competi- 
Nn, divided into two sections: — 


(a) Cartoons. 
(b) Posters. 


Arthur Wragg will judge the results 
Nd for the best entry in each class 
Prize of 30s. will be given. But 
fase note very carefully all the 
lowing conditions (it is incredible 
s°¥ many disqualified themselves in 
Ne last competition simply by dis- 
Barding plainly stated conditions) : — 


ex Cartoons to be of a size suitable 

a. Teproduction in PEACE NEWS 

oh SO that when reduced any detail 

SUld still be distinguishable). 

ane Posters may contain lettering, 
Strations, or both; but 


(a) Lettering must be limited to 
Maximum of four words in ad- 
dition to “Peace Pledge Union”; or, 
it “Peace Pledge Union” is not used, 
Maximum of six words. 


(b) Illustrations must not be in 
Ore than three colours. 


. All entries to be sent to 96 
wpeent Street, London, W.I, marked 
EBACE NEWS Art Competition,” 


Senter? arrive not later than 


Mber 30, 


the Accompanied in every case by 
Atecor™ at the foot of this column 
in with the competitor's 

© and address. 


PEACE NEWS 
ART COMPETITION 


PEACE NEWS 


““Any Old Iron” Wanted for War Industry 


YOUR LAST 
CHANCE 


HE correspondence received in the 
PEACE NEWS 
office continues to show that readers 


advertisement 


realize the usefulness of our advertise- 
ment columns. 


Not only do they represent a service, 
however, but they also represent good 
value. If you wish to make use of 
this service at the present “bar- 
gain” prices next week’s issue will 
be your last opportunity, for begin- 
ning with the issue dated August 7 
rates will be increased. 


Advertisements in a series beginning 
before that issue, however, will be 
charged at the old rate until the expira- 
tion of the contract. 


Rates may be had on application to 
59 Waterfall Road, London, N.11. 


‘‘ Withdraw Foreign Forces’ 


NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL’S 
SPAIN DEMAND 


The view “that the according of 
belligerent rights will not contribute 
either to peace in Spain or to the safe- 
guarding of the general peace of the 
world,” was expressed in a resolution 
adopted by the executive committee of 
the National Peace Council Jast week. 


“Even if belligerent rights are to be 
granted,” continued the resolution, 
“they should in no circumstances be 
accorded until the withdrawal of 
foreign military, naval, and air forces 
has actually been achieved and until 
the effective prevention of the import 
of foreign aircraft has been secured.” 


RECRUITING BY BRIBES AND 
THREATS 


“Intimidating” Territorial Army re- 
cruiting notices in City offices and 
leaflets put in wage packets were con- 
demned at a recent meeting of London 
Trades Council. 


In a number of City warehouses 
and shops recruiting was done with 
either a threat or a bribe, said a repre- 
sentative of the Shop Assistants’ 
Union, 


WHEN COMMON 


SENSE COINCIDES 


WITH SELF-INTEREST 


in connexion with Britain’s “rearmament” programme, a 


A S an accompaniment to the ever-increasing demands for metal 


campaign to induce people to get into the habit of selling their 
“old iron” has been launched by the British Iron and Steel 


Federation. 


The need for scrap may be gauged from the fact that on an average fifty 


Christian Reply to 


* Rearmament” 


66’ THE task of the Christian in the 
international sphere today, as 

always, is the establishment in the 

world of the Christian values.” 

Thus writes Dr. Alex Wood in 
Christian Pacifism and Rearmament 
(just published by the Peace Pledge 
Union, 96 Regent Street, London, 
W.I, price Id.) and he goes on to 
clarify the issues involved in that task. 

Refusing to be sidetracked into dis- 
cussion of irrelevant questions, he 
shows that Christian pacifists reject 
“rearmament” because it is an integral 
part of the war method which, in turn, 
they reject because: 

1, It is admittedly incompatible 
with the mind and method of Jesus 
Christ; 

2. As a means to any Christian 
end it is futile; and 

3. There is another and better 
way. 

To those mistaken people who think 
“it can be a Christian duty to kill” this 
pamphlet gives a concise and convinc- 
ing answer, 


Air Raid “Precautions” 


Deputation’s Protest 
to Council 


From Our Own Correspondent 


Objections to proposed air raid 
“precautions” are expected to be 
placed before Croydon Borough 
Council at 6.30 p.m. on Monday, when 
a deputation organized by the Croy- 
don and district branch of the 
Women's International League hopes 
to be received by the Council. 

Miss Thorneycroft, a barrister-at- 
law, will be the spokeswoman for the 
deputation, and it is hoped that sup- 
porters will be present in the public 
gallery. 


SCHOOLS 


BELONGING TO THE 


SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) 
IN GREAT BRITAIN 


(with numbers, age-ranges, and non-Friend Fees). 


BOYS’ SECONDARY BOARDING SCHOOLS 


Ackworth School, nr. Pontefract 
Bootham School, York... 
Leighton Park School, Reading 


199: 9-18: £110 
144: 12-19: £165 
150: 12-19: £189 


GIRLS’ SECONDARY BOARDING SCHOOLS 


Ackworth School, nr. Pontefract ... 


The Mount School, York 


172: 9-18: £110 
118 : 13-19: £153 


CO-EDUCATIONAL SECONDARY BOARDING SCHOOLS 


Friends’ School, Gt. Ayton, Yorks. 86 150: 


Friends’ School, Saffron Walden, 


Sidcot School, Winscombe, Somerset ney: 150: 
Friends’ School, Wigton, Cumb. . 


30 ae 104: 


9-17: £81 
10-18: £99 
7-10: £99 
10-18: £123 
7-17: £82 1s. 


Essex... 202 : 
(Junior) 28: 


CO-EDUCATIONAL ‘‘MODERN ”’ BOARDING SCHOOL 


Friends’ School, Sibford, nr. Banbury 


158: 10-17: £81 


Apply to SCHOOL, or to SECRETARY, Friends Education Council, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, NiW.1 


percent of scrap is used for every ingot 
ton of steel produced in this country. 
This need, said a leading article in The 
Times last week, is “emphasized by 
the chanciness of future supplies 
from the ore beds of Northern 
Spain,” thus lending weight to the 
assertion in PEACE NEWS as long 
ago as May 29 that “the menace to the 
Spanish mining district of Bilbao is 
seriously impeding the work of British 
war industries.” 


After admitting that “the Federa- 
tion is not campaigning entirely out 
of altruism or patriotism,” The 
Times went on to condone this by 
saying that “the Federation’s self- 
interest coincides with common 
sense,” forgetting that it coincided, 
too, with the “rearmament” pro- 
gramme. 


This aspect of the matter was, in 
fact, indirectly dismissed with the airy 
assertion that “the old iron which lies 
about private houses, farms, work- 
shops, &c., ought to be in circulation, 
even in quieter industrial periods.” 
The fact that this had not happened 
was due, apparently, to the imperfect 
“liaison between the merchant and the 
small holder of scrap.” 


PLOUGHSHARES INTO .. .? 


The beating of ploughshares back 
into swords (or something more lethal) 
has been among the practical results 
of the call for “any old iron.” Old 
agricultural implements are reported to 
be among the objects finding their way 
to scrap metal dealers. 


Only the crazy system under 
which we live, however, could be 
responsible for the fact that, 
despite the apparently urgent 
need for scrap iron in _ this 
country, cargoes of disused tram- 
lines have been shipped from 
Ramsgate to Germany! 


Ramsgate Councillor J. T. Huddle- 
Stone wants the notice of the Govern- 
ment Departments concerned called to 
the situation. In a motion asking the 
Council to stop expenditure on air raid 
“precautions” he declared “the neces- 
sity of precautions is made farcical 
and illusory by the present export of 
British steel scrap to Germany without 
let or hindrance.” 


a RE 
THE SOLUTION OF THE WORLD PROBLEM 
The book explains why and how, in time, Catholicism 
alone can solve the problem in God's way which 
gives the lie to bluffers who won't like you becoming 
clever, for their trade will go. God does not want 
you to suffer needlessly, but going against His Will, 
even in ignorance, automatically brings down His 
vengeance; avert itif you want peace. You cannot 
have it both ways. Price 5/- net 

Threugh booksellers or 3/9 if chtained diract from the 
GROSVENOR PRESS, Christman Street, Bristel 


(concluded from column 4, page 4) 


great has been the reply to our appeals. 
May we ask therefore that all gifts 
of clothes be made henceforward to 
the National Joint Committee for 
Spanish Relief, 53 Marsham Street, 
London, S.W.1. We are very grateful 
to those who made it possible for each 
one of our Basque children to be well 
and charmingly dressed. 


SS eS ee 
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SPAIN AND A WORLD WAR 


Should Non-Intervention be Abandoned ? 
By Wilfred Wellock 


exasperated by the intensified slaughter of the Spanist 
people and the destruction of their towns, would f 
up in holy horror and demand that the menacé 
Fascism be met by war. They are, indeed, facing t 
possibility now, and are declaring their readiness 
pay that price. But how a European war can 
expected to liberate the Spanish people OF 
Spanish democracy, we are not told. There see 


Peace detus 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
59 Waterfall Road, London, N.11 
Tel: Enterprise 1888 


Subscription Rates: 
Quarterly: 2s. 8$d. Yearly: 10s. 2d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed 
to war, but promotes and encourages a. constructive peace 
policy. Members are attached to local groups designed 
to achieve a communal peace mentality and extend the in- 
fluence of pacifism by propaganda and personal example. 


THE present widespread demand for the abandon- 

ment of non-intervention in Spain raises an issue 

of great and urgent importance. Even those who 

make it admit that it may lead to a European or a 
world war. 

The demand is being made by both wings of the 

Labour Party, by the Liberal Party, by the Com- 


Give your pledge on a post card :— munists, and by the adherents to Collective Security— 


that it is necessary to run every risk to save Demo- 
cracy and the League of Nations. 

The fundamental weakness of this demand is its 
complete disregard of causation. It is lamentable 
that it should still be necessary to remind the public 
that the Treaty of Versailles undermined the 
economic life of Germany, and by condemning her 
to hopeless poverty destroyed the best market in 
Europe and all hope of economic health and pros- 
perity over the greater part of that Continent. Ger- 
many’s economic collapse was largely responsible for 
the spread of large-scale unemployment, economic 
collapse over a wide area and for an intensification of 
the policy of economic nationalism, which culminated 
in the Ottawa Agreements and the closing-in of the 
British Empire. These events hurled Germany into 
the abyss of poverty and despair, from which, in due 
course, emerged Fascism, rearmiament and, in the end, 
new demands for Colonies and conquest in order to 
secure territory rich in vital raw materials, and 
markets for her goods. 


THE ATTACK ON PACIFISM 


DACIFISM means keeping the peace—really keep- 

ing the peace, not pretending to keep it by 
swaggering about our fine estate and at the same time 
putting the fear of the Almighty into any other nation 
that might be looking wistfully at our mandated terri- 
tories, as Mr. Chamberlain did last Saturday. Paci- 
fism means persistently seeking and pursuing the path 
of international friendship which the common people 
of every country in the world desire to tread. 
Pacifism is the hope of the world simply because it 
affords the only way now that does not ultimately 
terminate in war unimaginable. Pacifism is the self- 
discipline of those who do not try to make other 
people pursue a way of life which they themselves are 
not prepared to tread. Every other sort of peace 
policy promises to keep the peace if the circumstances 
are agreeable, but threatens war if circumstances 
become disagreeable. That, says the common man, 
is no guarantee of peace at all: it merely means that 


first World War, the peoples of Europe would 
ing the unity of their interests and aspirations k.: 
their common hatred of war and of the things ¥™ 
cause war, a 

Furthermore, the day following that declaral! 
war, Fascism would be an accomplished fact ? 
Britain. Thus would pass the last remnants of deme 
cracy from the European scene—in a wal, be 
remembered, to defend democracy! 


* * * * 


But what are the chances that non-intervention will 
be abandoned by Great Britain? ‘ 
Up to the present the National Government M 
acted in strong sympathy with the Spanish '€ 
having on several occasions given to them a hea 
balance of advantage. {0 
The explanation of that attitude would appear 
be the Government's strong ‘sympathy with a form 


ee a 


save 


to be a notion that because such a war would *) 


hopelessly engaged in mutual slaughter, notwithstane, 


on of 


uly 24, | 
{PARS 


| Total” wa 
AT last a 

the pac 
4 Modern 
SOurces of 
Thomas In 
Defence) h 
Organized t 
that ; 


heote feature 
OWever pacil 


I renounce war and I will never support or] the Labour Party in the belief that Fascism may have ‘ nd S's phrase 
sanction another. to be crushed eventually by war; the Communists|waged in the name of the League of Nations aren terial resov 
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' you will keep the peace so long as you can get every-] Consequently the dissatisfied Powers—Germany, | 8overnment, viz., Fascism, which may turn out 10 OP clared tha 
thing your own way. And the common man is a|Italy and Japan—have in recent years tended to form the only means of maintaining the ascendanc} is} 8 speakir 
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sufficient realist to know from his own domestic life 
that if one of two parties will only keep the peace on 
these terms, there’s not much chance for peace. 

For reasons as plain, simple, and realistic as this, 
men and women of intelligence all over the country 
are joining the Peace Pledge Union. They realise that 
there can be no half-way house to peace. Plain as a 
pikestaff they can see that the peace-and-war policy of 
Mr. Baldwin at the last election is one that simply 
does not work-——except in the direction of war: that 
unless you are yourself prepared to keep the peace, 
you are nothing but a self-righteous humbug in 
demanding peace of the other fellow. Pacifism, in 
fact, is coming into its own by leaps and bounds—as 
it was certain to do once the issue was plainly pre- 
; sented to the peace-loving citizen in terms of his own 
responsibility—once the individual was given time to 
think down to the basic question in terms of simple 
realism. 

Those at present in authority over us are unhappily 
precluded by their commitments from thinking in 
such terms: they are tied to the old diplomacy, which 
is very polite but carries bombs in its coat-tail pockets. 
So it is natural that they should now find it necessary 
to intensify their attack on pacifism. The stock 
method is to express affection and sympathy with Mr, 
Lansbury and Dr. Sheppard; then grossly to misre- 
present them as vague, sentimental idealists, and then 
to claim the strong man’s passion for stern realism 
in the demand for overwhelming armaments. Mean- 
time the L.N.U. adopts Mr.Chamberlain for its presi- 
dent, apparently hoping to gain in influence what it 
lacks in depleted numbers; and St. Martin’s Church 
is used to broadcast a most persuasive doctrine of 
peace-and-war. All this is the best kind of recogni- 
tion pacifism can wish for at the hands of its con- 
vinced opponents. If the simplest person couldn’t 
see through it, whitewash at St. Martin’s might be a 
good method of “dishing the Whigs.” Alas! It has 
been, in the past, so plentifully used to whiten 
sepulchres which are within full of dead men’s bones 
that the common man begins to be suspicious. 
Attacks on pacifism in the name of peace have now 
become merely silly. You cannot fool all the people 
all the time so that whenever a Cabinet Minister 
thanks God he is not a pacifist, he, in his own way, 
is undoubtedly helping to spread the glad tidings of 
pacifism. 


capitalism and vested interests, and this, after 2% 
the primary concern of most capitalist governmet 
No other interpretation so well explains why | 
National Government has so complacently allowe 
the Fascist Powers to acquire that ascendancy”, 
the Western portion of the Mediterranean which 
Fascist conquest of Spain would undoubtedly give d 
them. At the same time it must be borne in m0 
that at every stage in the course of that conquest 
Fascist Powers have guaranteed to Great Britall 
her accustomed rights. thal 

Nevertheless, should it eventually transpire i) 
Germany, for instance, through being so stron 
entrenched in the iron-ore areas of Northern Spa" 
decided to control the political destiny of those 4! Ke 
it may be that the National Government woul br 
fright, decide against Italo-German control of Spa ” 
and so come down on the side of ending the ® 
intervention policy. net 

In such event, a European war might follow, ¥ 
we should behold the spectacle of the Nalt 
Government supporting a League War in defence 
Democracy, but really for trade and imper™ 
reasons, and the parties of the Left supporting’ " 
order to crush Fascism. Whereas the ultimate 
would be to smash up European civilization . 
establish Fascism here and dictatorship of some 
everywhere. 


one side of a new Balance of Power against the 
satisfied Powers—Britain, France and Russia (who 
have ventured to call themselves the League Powers), 
and to challenge the latter with a policy of aggres- 
sion —— Japan in Manchuria and China, Italy in 
Abyssinia, and now Italy and Germany in Spain. 

The purpose of Italo-German intervention in 
Spain may be said to be threefold: (1) To help 
remove the economic disabilities under which these 
countries, and especially Germany, exist, by securing 
access to much-needed raw materials and markets; 
(2) To strengthen the strategic position of the Fascist 
Powers by securing a larger measure of control of the 
Mediterranean; (3) To extend the sway of Fascism. 

It is not generally recognized, even by the parties 
of the Left, who ought to appreciate the true position, 
that imperialism is playing a major part in the 
struggle. It is therefore of the profoundest importance 
carefully to consider the facts involved in the Spanish 
situation. 

It seems plausible and just to demand the ending 
of non-intervention in Spain and to concede to the 
Spanish Government the right to purchase foreign 
arms in accordance with International Law. But we 
must not lose sight of the fact that none of the Great 
Powers observes International Law when its vital 
interests are at stake. 

Should non-intervention be abandoned, arms would 
be poured into Spain for both sides and, what is 
more, it is highly probable that Franco would receive 
a larger share than the Spanish Government. 

How would that save Spain or Spanish democracy? 
Does it not strike one as strange that the only issue 
upon which the Powers and parties of Europe are 
eager to demand the application of justice, is that of 
the production of armaments and the supply of 
military forces? Had half the zeal that is at present 
being displayed in an attempt to balance the world’s 
armaments and to accord to Spain her full military 
rights, been devoted to removing the economic in- 
justices created by territorial and commercial 
imperialism, there would have been no Fascist 
dictators in Europe today, and thus no Fascist inter- 
ference in the Spanish civil war, if, indeed, there had 
been a Spanish civil war. 

But that is not all. When the disastrous effects of 
lifting the arms embargo on Spain became apparent, 
the very people who had clamoured for that measure, 
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We are then asked: If you object to this policy 


what is your alternative? 

Let it first be understood that so long as W 
to face the causes of the maladies which beset 
and the whole world taday, tragedies like that 
happening in Spain will multiply; and furthe™ 
war is no remedy for these maladies. n 10 

Today the Spanish people are being called ue tis 
foot part of the bill incurred by the crimes and fo 
of the Great Powers during the last half-century: no 
particularly since the close of the Great War, © 
farther back. . 

Try as we will, we cannot escape the penalty 
those tragic years. Our only hope lies in. 
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AT last a member of the Government has justified 
the pacifist argument that it is impossible to fight 


“Total” War 
Se 


.4 modern war without conscripting the entire re- 
; would ris¢ Sources of the nation. 
% menace Omas Inskip (Minister for the Coordination of 


\, facing a Defence) himself announced at a summer school 
readiness 


war cao 


. anist 
the Se No less a person than Sir 


that - 


The feature of modern war which must impress everyone, 
would bey Beever pacifically minded, was that it would be, in Luden- 
ir Orfl’s phrase, a “total war, in which the whole personal and 


Nations "Material resources—in our case not of this country only but of 
me kin whole Empire—would be mobilized. Since he began his 
m warfa # Present work he had been very conscious that the arrange- 
: “nis and the planning against the day of emergency (which 
ons Of them hoped would never be their experience) concerned 
ipain "Vastly wider field than that associated directly with the three 
sain” of €d Services ; 


ve would ‘nd another expert--this time the French aviator, 
owl 4 Abel Guidez—has endorsed the pacifist argument that 
rations, 


a ; 
things which this “total” war cannot differentiate between what 
Wed to be called civilians and combatants. 


In an 
ion 9 F 3 : 
2claration in “ticle in the Daily Herald last week (copyright by 

hed fact " 


ats of demo Trait d’'Union Press) he declared: 
war, be it ait Spanish war has demonstrated the terrific power of the 
by mim. The complete destruction of a town like Guernica 
miss the civilized world wonder as to the proportions any 
fnational conflict would take nowadays. 
doy, ic anti-aircraft guns are accurate, but they can only bring 
3 will Ther. @ certain percentage of the planes they are aiming at. 
rvention ) fe ts really no way of preventing the destruction of a town 
Y enemy aircraft. 
The only answer to destruction is destruction. 


Destruction on a grand scale seems to be the 
Sbiective of this country, for Mr. Noel-Baker recently 
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(0 showed a meeting at Manchester the case of an in- 
of “diary bomb, similar to those used at Guernica, and 

lared that not one hundred miles from where he 
as Speaking was a factory turning out three 

Ndred incendiary bombs an hour with a pro- 
Tamme for the next two years. 
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tedly giv® M “W wars of aggression, leading sooner or later to a 
rne in me war, are inevitable. 
conquest "i f This means that Colonial Empires must be brought 
t Britaif der an approved system of international control, 
th that ways and means must be found of opening 
f i, doors of the great empires to world trade in an 
so strong?) Nightened system of international economic co- 
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thern SP. tation, appropriate to an era of machinery, 
those # “nce, and abundance. 
would Were Great Britain to take swift and determined 
ol of Spall 40n along these lines even now, she would do in- 
ng the non "ely more to save the Spanish people and Spanish 
P woyeeracy than by any other means. For Britain 
ollow, whe ' ld accompany her offer with an appeal for the 
ye Nall? PPort of world opinion on behalf of real non-inter- 
1 defence” | ‘Hon in Spain. 
imperial tis equally important is that the taking of this 
porting be De Would gladden the hearts of the millions of 
timate ef me in Germany and Italy—Socialists, Com- 
lization a Mists, Radicals, Pacifists, Evangelical Churchmen, 
f some ki X an Catholics, &c.—who are looking for a way of 
Vy “Pe from an unbearable tyranny, the direct out- 
© of an impossible economic situation. 
this policed sig above contention is supported by abundant 
; Geman” of strong opposition on the part of the 
we refu | ej an and Italian peoples to the intervention of 
yeset EuroP A tespective Dictators in the Spanish conflict. 
ce that ne © the key to world peace today lies in a policy 
urther, . “ee unite the anti-war and anti-Fascist 


4 S in Germany and Italy with the progressive 
Tacies, 
; on? Spirit that is behind the demand for the 
1g al of the Spanish arms embargo is reminiscent 
* It is the spirit of war. To the war to which 
fi; i weet May yet give rise, it is already apparent that 
OV ki. C& Possible, by substituting “Hitler” for “the 
po tug, and the “League of Nations” for “little Bel- 
ur Ihe 6 to apply all the slogans of the first World War. 
ni “Nfe Nly difference would be that in making the world 
| Or democracy on this occasion, we should 
"Pye half the people in it and enslave the rest under 
e | i ny that would be universal. 
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PEACE NEWS 


A Weekly Commentary 


FASCISM AND 


OF books denouncing Fascism, or explaining 

that Fascism ought not to exist, or demon- 
strating that it can’t exist much longer, or show- 
ing that it maintains itself in power by an 
astonishing amalgam of trickery and violence— 
of such books I have read, or dipped into, 
plenty. But a good book on Fascism is, in my 
experience, a novelty indeed. In Mr. E. B. 


Ashton’s “The Fascist: His State and His 
Mind” (Putnam: 8s. 6d.) we have this novelty : 
and I very urgently commend it to the attention 
of all my readers. For, in my view, few things 
are more important to a right understanding of 
the condition of the world today than an appre- 
ciation that Fascism is a reality. It is not some 
extraordinary corporate illusion of a hundred 
millions of Europeans, which is going to vanish 
like a bad dream at daybreak. 


It is probably inherent in our human nature 
to regard things which we don’t want to think 
about as having only a kind of half-existence. 
Fascism is a really new phenomenon. We have 
a choice of attitudes towards it: either we must 
allow it reality and adjust our habitual concepts 
to the reality, or we shall insist (unconsciously) 
on retaining our habitual concepts, and distort- 
ing the new phenomenon to fit them. This 
latter is what gencrally happens: and it 
happens particularly in the case of those who 
possess a political philosophy of some sort. 
Their basic assumptions, which afford them 
comfort, have become unquestionable. So both 
the ordinary Liberal-democrat and the Marxist 
Socialist are compelled, by their assumptions, 
to regard Fascism as a tyranny imposed upon 
an unwilling people. For the assumption of the 
Liberal-democrat is not merely that the indivi- 
dual is always more important than the nation 
(which is warrantable) but also that he always 
believes himself to be more important than the 
nation (which is not); and the assumption of the 
Marxist-Socialist is not merely that the working- 
class is more important than the nation (which 
again is warrantable), but also that the working- 
class always believes itself to be more impor- 
tant than the nation (which is not). Since 
Fascism, avowedly and openly, proclaims that 
the nation is more important than either the 
individual or the working-class, it follows either 
that the assumptions of Liberal-democracy and 
of Marxist Socialism are false, or that Fascism 
is a form of government imposed upon the 
individual members, and the working-class, of 
the Fascist nations against their will. Since it is 
much easier to believe a lie than to surrender 
an assumption, both Liberal-democracy and 
Marxist Socialism hold it, almost as matter of 
faith, that Fascism is a tyranny. 


As Mr. Ashton makes perfectly clear in his 
account of the origins of German National- 
Socialism, the truth is that the average German 
does not want to carry political responsibility— 
neither as an individual, nor as a member of the 
working-class. He regards political responsi- 
bility as a burden which it is unnatural and 
unnecessary for him to bear. In other words, 
the unspoken assumption underlying the 
average Englishman’s unrealistic attitude to 
Fascism—the assumption that its subjects really 


By J. Middleton Murry 
NATIONALISM 


desire “to govern themselves” is quite false. 
The authoritarianism of Fascism is truly 
popular and probably the most popular thing 
about it. If that could once be fairly admitted, 
it might lead to some inquiry into the question 
whether in fact the average Englishman is so 
eager to bear political responsibility as he is 
supposed to be by conventional British theory. 
The situation of the world is assuredly even 
more delicate, and makes even graver demands 
on the individual consciousness than it did at 
the time of the last general election: yet the grim 
fact is that the vote on either side has steadily 
decreased. To the detached observer the signs 
are that the average Englishman is reaching a 
point when he is nearly as reluctant as the 
average German to bear political responsibility. 


Nor again, is that surprising. The issues have, 
with seeming suddenness, become terribly compli- 
cated. That to the Englishman seems to have 
happened as the result of Fascism. It does not easily 
occur to him that Fascism itself happened because the 
issues were terribly complicated to the Italian and the 
German. He thinks that Fascism is a cause, whereas 
it is an effect: and is an effect of exactly the same 
causes as those which are producing his own fear of 
political responsibility today. Those causes are at 
once simple and profound. All manner of wise 
people see them in part. The Socialist is right when 
he says the cause is Capitalism; unfortunately, he 
almost invariably holds that Capitalism is something 
for which he, as an individual, is not responsible: 
only Capitalists, he believes, are responsible for 
Capitalism. The League of Nations man is right 
when he says it is because there is no reign of Law 
between the nations; unfortunately, he does not see 
that there can be no reign of Law between the nations 
until the Law reigns in the hearts of the individuals 
who compose it. And that means a change in the 
very conception of Law. For what the Law really 
means to the average individual today is a power that 
protects him in his possession: therefore Law 
between the nations means a power that protects the 
nations in their possessions. And if some nations 
are passionately convinced that they have not enough, 
what is the use of such a Law to them? They will 
fight it as soon as they have the power. 


The reason why men, in all nations today, are 
growing weary of political responsibility is that they 
dimly realize that if they were really to take political 
responsibility there is no knowing where it would 
carry them. It would, somewhere and somehow, in- 
volve a day of reckoning with themselves. That they 
cannot face. And, after all, why should they? They 
are as good and as decent as their neighbours. All 
they ask is to be allowed to go on in the good old 
harmless way. Of course, that is all that was asked 
by the Italian and the German, who are also just as 
good and decent as their neighbours. And that, too, 
is precisely how Fascism happened. It follows, unfor- 
tunately, that Fascism is happening in England too. 
The difference is that ours is a negative Fascism, 
whereas the German and Italian kinds are positive: 
ours is unconscious, theirs is conscious: ours is the 
Fascism of defence against Fascism. To the average 
man, and to the politician, the difference seems great. 
In fact it is very small. Of the Fascist countries 
there is one thing. and one thing only, for the English- 
man to say: “There, but for the grace of God, go I.” 
And he had better hurry up about finding the grace 
of God. 


Take the name away and look at the reality of 
Fascism. It is only Nationalism: the nationalism of 
the countries that were the last to become nationalist. 
The real difference between English Nationalism and 
German Nationalism is that English Nationalism is 
satisfied with what it has got, and German Nation- 
alism is not. And if German Nationalism or Italian 
Nationalism were to get enough to satisfy themselves, 
English Nationalism would at once cease to be satis- 
fied. And the final equilibrium would be reached in 
the universal peace of universal devastation. 
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Sunshine Means 
More Sales! 


"THOSE hardy spirits who indulged 
in open-air selling of PEACE 
NEWS throughout the bleak winter 


months must 
appreciate the 
present warm 
weather — not 


only does it make 
things more plea- 
sant, but people 
seem more ready 
to stop and buy. 


te 
MAST fi, 
SPANISH 

Anyway, even 
if you weren't one 
of the gallant 
bands up and 
down the country 
who braved the 
elements some 
months ago, now 
is undoubtedly 
the time to find a 
pitch and start selling. Remember, 
many people still have not heard of the 
Peace Pledge Union. Selling them 
PEACE NEWS is one of the best ways 
of reaching them. 


And for those whose home town is 
thronged with holiday-makers at this 
time of year the opportunities are 
obvious. 


Since the list published on June 26, 
we have been notified of other open- 
air sellers at Birmingham, Bourne- 
mouth, Southend, and Worcester 
Park (Surrey). 


A Case of 


PACIFISM IN 
PRACTICE 


Among the speakers at a recent conference 
on cooperation was Bert Over, of the Com- 
munity Fruit’ Farm: at Bleadon, Weston- 
super-Mare, which is an attempt to work out 
in practice the pacifist cooperative ideal. 

The following article gives an outline of 
the undertaking. 


"THE Community Fruit Farm has 

been in existence now for over 
ten years. Three acres of land are 
kept going with various fruits and 
vegetables. 


The work is mostly done by Bert 
Over himself, other help being given 
voluntarily by friends. The basis of 
the concern is very different from the 
normal. 


Production is for use and not 
for gain, distribution is rational 
according to need. Nothing is 
sold. 


Many good causes are served with 
fruit, vegetables, and honey: as for 
example, just as I am writing this I 
visualize the first raspberries being 
picked and taken to some consump- 
tives or to some poor children from 
Bristol who may be camping in the 
district. 

* 


Bert Over never uses money. His 
rational views of life are very forceful. 


Money, he says, gives “power to 
command”’—to command that which 
others are denied. The farm labourer 
and his children should be served as 
well as the tobacco millionaire and his 
family. 

Bert Over’s outlook and arduous 
labour are the direct result of some 
_ hard thinking while in prison as a 
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Recent Publications 


CAN CAPITALISM 
BE 
“ REFORMED ” ? 


THE GENERAL THEORY OF EM- 
PLOYMENT, INTEREST, AND 
MONEY. J..M. Keynes. Mac- 
millan. 5s. 


Reviewed by Antony C. Gilpin 


ALTHOUGH this book was pub- 

lished more than a year ago, the 
recent correspondence on Social Credit 
and socialism makes this an opportune 
moment to bring it to the notice of 
readers of PEACE NEWS. 


Mr. Keynes attacks certain aspects 
of classical economic theory, but he is 
not merely an iconoclast. He has con- 
structed a new basis for economic 
theory which at the same time explains 
the present weaknesses of the capitalist 
system and shows how those weak- 


nesses can be removed. Briefly, he 
claims that unemployment can _ be 
cured by: 


!. Government control of the volume (and 
in some cases, the direction) of capital in- 
vestment. 


2. The maintenance of a low rate of 
interest, which will gradually fall to zero as 
society’s stock of capital goods increases. 
(This will involve the ‘“‘euthanasia of the 
rentier.”’) 


3. More drastic redistribution of wealth by 
means of direct taxation. 

In reaching these conclusions, he 
routs the gloomy advocates of thrift 
as a means to national prosperity, and 
paints a cheerful picture of a capitalist 
society in which work and wealth will 
be available to all. 


Incidentally, he disposes of Major 
Douglas as one who has correctly 
diagnosed a symptom but who 


pacifist for two years during the 
War. 


His, I believe, is the only coopera- 
tive scheme of a communal kind 
which is kept going, and the only one 
in which the work is mostly done by 
the originator... 


Therefore it is worthy of comment 
and of a visit. Any members of the 
Peace Pledge Union visiting the 
Weston-super-Mare district would be 
well advised to pay a visit, not only to 
see luscious fruit growing, but also to 
clarify their views on pacifism. 


E. H. CLOGG. 


recommends a “cure” that would 
certainly poison the patient. 


He describes the Major as “a 
private, perhaps, but not a major in 
the brave army of (economic) here- 
tics.” A very important section for 
pacifists is that in which he shows 
conclusively that the “capitalist” 
causes of war (e.g., the struggle for 
markets) can be removed without 
the abolition of the capitalist 
system. 


It is significant that a prominent 
socialist economist, G. D. H. Cole, has 
accepted the conclusion of this book 
that the capitalist system can be made 
to work efficiently. 


A WAY FORWARD? 


This conclusion is of the greatest 
importance to those who advocate a 
Popular Front, for it means that 
socialists and liberals can combine in 
creating conditions of peace and pros- 
perity under the present economic 
system. 


When these conditions have been 
attained, the gradual socialization of 
industry can be undertaken peacefully 
and without risk of violent revolution 
(that is, assuming on moral grounds 
that an efficient “socialism” is prefer- 
able to an efficient “capitalism”’). 

My summary of Mr. Keynes’ pro- 
posals is necessarily very brief and in- 
adequate. 

Prospective readers should be 
warned that parts of the book are ex- 
tremely difficult to understand; but this 
must not scare them from reading the 
large sections of it which can be under- 
stood by those who have only a scanty 
knowledge of economics. 

Mr. Keynes’ book marks an 
immensely important stage in the 
development of economic theory 
and practice. 

My advice to all readers of PEACE 
NEWS is conscientiously to read right 
through the book, skipping only those 
parts which seem quite incomprehen- 
sible; then to re-read the comprehen- 
sible parts. That is what I did! 


What Sailors Ignore 


WAR IN THE PACIFIC. Suther- 
land Denlinger and _ Lt.-Com. 
Charles Gary, U.S.N.R. Williams 
and Norgate. I2s. 6d. 


Reviewed by Brig:-Gen. F. P. Crozier 


The merit of this book lies in the 
fact that it exposes the lack of know- 
ledge of sailors in regard to air power, 
and their failure to realize adequately 


RECONCILIATION .... 


A monthly review published by 
The Fellowship of Reconciliation 


The purpose of ‘‘ Reconciliation” is to 
review affairs from the Christian Pacifist 
point of view, to develop a constructive 
peace policy expressive of Christian princi- 
ple and to keep peace workers in churches, 
colleges and the various Christian Pacifist 
Fellowships in touch with each other. 


A specimen copy will be sent to you free of charge on 


application to the Editor, 


Lion Square, London, W.C. 


“Reconciliation,” 17 Red 
] 


the rapid strides which have beet 
made in that respect since 1918, not 
withstanding the fact that they admit 
much which they do not apply to theif 
reasoned arguments. 


For those working for war avoid- 
ance, the last chapter-—“The World at 
General Quarters’—may prove the 
most interesting, because, while the 
authors understand the militarist wh® 
believes in national armaments, an¢ 
the internationalist who believes 18 
collective “security,” what they cannot 
understand (and say so) is the point of 
view of the pacifist, “who would havé 
us neither prepare to defend ourselves 
nor contribute to a common defence. 


The reason for this lack of undef 
standing is because whereas most pac! 
fists know more about air power than 
do the sailors and soldiers wish t0 
know about it, the pacifists are more 
realistic in their outlook, as they 
know that in modern war, owing 
the advent of air power (which the 
authors have largely neglected 1 
take into account) there is no such 
thing as “defence.” 


Sentimentality which blurs the oul 
look of the sailor sticking to worn 0U 
tags, and failing to use new methods tO 
the full extent possible, naturally spoils 
the work of the sailor, as it has spout 
this book, which otherwise is a Ve'Y 
good one, and full of interest. 


The Home Front 


THOSE STRANGE YEARS. Theo 
dora Wilson Wilson.  C. W. 
Daniel. ‘7s. 6d. 


Of the makitg of war books—°f 
books about the War—there has bee" 
no end, but few, if any, have 
adequately recorded the hopes and 
fears, the prejudices .and disillustom 
ment of folk at home during “the Wa! 
to end war.” 


Miss Wilson has done a worth-whilé 
thing in showing us the reactions © 
quite ordinary folk in different spheres 
of life under war-time excitement; 
there are August and Nancy af 
Harry—‘‘conchies”; the Rev. and TS. 
Sterling—typical “church Christians ° 
Jack, Jill, Polly and Lettice, healthy 
young people swept along and duly 
shaken by the war-fever: these at 
among the many people that 8° < 
make the story—people one remem: 
bers to have met during “those stran8° 
years,” 1914-19, 


If young pacifists of today would 
know something of the suffering—4" 
later of the respect gained by them 
ane felt then, let them read ths 

ook. 


If we all would realize what JS 
happening in the Christian Chures: 
let us compare the attitude 
bishops and vicars and Noncon 
formist ministers then and now. f 

ry) 


If we would appreciate something sll 
the inner significance of giving UP © 
—even family and life—to take up H® 
cross and follow Him, Miss Wilson ha* 
worked it out for us in a very human 


story. wFs: 
ARMAMENTS AND EDUCA 
TION. National Peace Counc’ 
39 Victoria Street, Londo™ 
S.W.1l. Id. 
This pamphlet points out the 
“Governments who are thinking of 


distrust education which seeks to train 
the intelligence, precisely becaus¢ 
affords the mind of the ordinary ‘4 
protection against those who wo! 
exploit it for their own purposes: | 
It mentions many ways in whie 
education will suffer from the 8° 
of rearmament and the spread of 
military spirit. 


July 24, 1937 


a a i ee eee | 
\Sroas ss 2O= Zz < ou > 
4 J A ia = 
rer eK Fee PAROS = 
aa 


The 


OT 
N be 
Stl 
is the m¢ 
it gives ti 
the propk 
Instead 
Kind of .c 
Ment, thes 
Seen in the 
Sequently ¢ 
ful place 
Tevelation. 
Tecord of C 


As or 
events, | 
Press its 
Mind is ¢ 
Separatec 
turies, th 
Counsel t 
Sruous y 
and need 


This nati 
‘0 Whether 
ne that is 
would b 
facts to sa 
Measure th 
Mental pri 
through hu 
lime the | 

Se princ 
ticular 


Pecial con 
tise, 


It is no! 
. history 
flves cor 
uch as tl 
inne’ truth 

to promi 
Meuliar 
“loped. 


24, 1937 


———— 


& 


ive beet 
918, not 
ey admit 
y to their 


ar avoid- 
World at 
rove the 
vhile the 
arist who 
‘nts, and 
lieves 10 
ry cannot 
“point of 
vuld have 
ourselves 
defence. 


of under- 
1ost pacl- 
wer than 
wish to 
ire more 
as the 
ywing 

hich the 
ected to 
no such 


the oul- 
worn ow 
ethods to 
Ily spoils 
1as spoil 
sa vei 


and Mrs. 
ristianS * 
_ healt 
ind duly 
hese are 
at £0 
remem: 
e strange 


y would 
ne 
7 them, 
read this 


what 1S 

Church, 
itude © 
Noncon- 
now. 


ething all 
up © 
x up His 
ilson has 
y human 


wes: 


of 


sDUCA- 
Council, 
Londo®: 


yut that 
1g, of wat 
; to train 
rca use 
ary man 
o would 
poses: 
n which 
e grow 
id of 


TT | LAC | rr 
TR “HANATTARSGR ite TS 
Dee 
_ = 
eo =] — 


Tuly 24, 1937 


The PROPHETS and PEACE 


OT the least of the benefits 

N bestowed by the modern 

study of the Old Testament 

iS the more realistic background 

it gives to the great utterances of 
the prophets. 


Instead of being interpreted as a 
Kind of nc. edition of the New Testa- 
Ment, these ancient writings are now 
Sten in their true orientation, and con- 
Sequently can be accorded their right- 
ful place in the drama of divine 
Tevelation. History is seen to be the 
"cord of God at work in the world. 


As one studies these old-world 
vents, the thing that seems to im- 
Press itself most forcibly upon the 
Mind is their up-to-dateness. Though 
Separated from us by so many cen- 
turies, they breathe a spirit and offer 
Counsel that are by no means incon- 
Sruous with present-day conditions 
and needs. 


This naturally raises the question as 
'0 Whether history repeats itself. It is 
one that is often being asked. Perhaps 
'' Would be more in accord with the 
facts to say that history is in large 
Measure the product of certain funda- 
Mental principles operating in and 
tough human affairs. From time to 
© the pressure and influence of 
»°© Principles reveal themselves in 


“ticular ways in order to meet 


vie conditions and necessities that 
Ise, 


Jt is not, therefore, a repetition 
story with which we find our- 
Yes confronted periodically so 
ich as the re-emergence of these 
¢ truths which have been called 
de brominence by reason of some 

Culiar situation that has de- 
“lope. 


* 


A 

LA MONG other matters, the 
tion of peace stands out very 
Minently in this connexion, 


Ques 
To 


wag bSPicuous a feature though war 
Oh: 1 the common life of those far-off 
-€stament days when the prophets 
ee their ministry, it is very re- 

able what a lot they had to say in 
the © Condemnation of it. Some of 
in ott striking passages in the Bible 
the 'S connexion are to be found in 
ip PTOPhetic writings. Nor was their 
al solely negative. 


inate interpreters of national and 
lo , ational events were ever ready 
live ‘Nt forward positive and construc- 
Vey Suments in support of their 
Contrary to many who claim 
kK the prophetic word in. this 
Side, these Seers in what would be con- 
age by many as a less enlightened 
futngy, OBnized not only the utter 
fo, ,” Of war, but also the necessity 
*eping clear of any commitments 


CHRISTIANITY & WAR 
16 page Booklet FREE 


AND POST FREE 


Cc. HICKS 
Gardens, London, E.6 


) 


1 
02 Cotswold 


by 
the Rev. H. J. DALE 
that might ultimately involve the 
nation in war. 
-M 


On this aspect of the subject 
several prophets are especially em- 
phatic, not least Isaiah. 


In his dealings with Ahaz we see how 
strongly he urged the king to keep 
calm and avoid any action that might 
later compromise him in his relations 
with other nations. Leave Assyria 
alone, he said. Your truest helper is 
Jehovah. On grounds of expediency 
Isaiah might easily have argued an 
altogether different policy. 


But he was more than a politician, 
he was Jehovah's mouthpiece, and he 
could do no other than speak the 
things he believed to be in the highest 
interest of the community. Because of 
his faith in Jehovah, and the loyalty 
he believed Jehovah required of His 
people, the prophet proclaimed his 
message of “splendid isolation!” 


“Ye cannot serve God and 
Mammon,” said Jesus, and Isaiah 
said the same thing to the people 
of his day respecting national 
affairs. 


Either we believe in the sufficiency 
of God's power to guard and save 
those who put their trust in him, or we 
do not. If we do, let us be prepared 


What War Means 


Har the money to be spent on 
arms would have meant permanent 
salvation for agriculture, said Dr. 
Addison at Louth recently. 


Proper drainage, he said, would 
solve the problems of many farmers, 
but most of them had been compelled 
to buy their farms from landlords 
when prices were fabulous. Now they 
had overdrafts instead of money for 
drainage. 


With two million acres of land out 
of use it was time the Government 
tackled the drainage problem. It was 
going to spend £1,500,000,000 on 
armaments, a sum that would have 
bought all the agricultural land in 
England and Wales nearly twice over. 
Then they could have undertaken 
proper drainage and a fair rent system. 


to commit ourselves to him to the 
utmost; if not, then let us be done 
with all pretence regarding our 
Christian profession and adopt a 
purely materialistic attitude to life and 
human affairs. 


What a mockery it is to sing about 
God as “our help in ages past” and to 
declare that in him ‘our defence is 
sure,” and all the while to be looking 
to other ‘nations and to temporal 
means for our supposed safety! 


What the result of Judah's policy of 
entanglements with other nations was, 
we know only too well. Political ex- 
pediency brought the disaster Isaiah 
foretold. 


To build hopes of national 
security upon the insecure founda- 
tions of international alliances and 
pacts is to invite the same calamity 
as befell the house that Jesus said 
was built on the sand. 


Why will we not be wise and Jearn 
the lessons that the past teaches us? 


The 
GUERNICA OAK 


and some other 


famous trees 


(Adapted from 
Eduardo Zamacois.) 


WHEN I was a child of 


the Spanish of 


nine, I lived in Seville ga 


father, who was 


Among his _ closest 


with my a 


musician. 
friends was a commandant in the 
Civil Guard, who nevertheless had 
fought in the ranks of the liberal 
army during the second Carlist 
war, and was a freemason. 


He appealed strongly to my young 
imagination because he treated me as 
an equal, was always in uniform, and 
had a bullet still buried in his palate 
which made him talk through his nose. 


He often used to visit us in the even- 
ings and would sing The Guernica 
Oak, sometimes in Basque, sometimes 
in Spanish, while my father accom- 
panied him on the piano. I doubt he 
sang it badly enough in his quavering 
voice, but Iparraguirre’s famous hymn 
always made me want to weep, to 
pray, to fling myself on my knees as 
if eternity itself were rising before me. 


The words were worthy of the 
majestic music— 


“The tree of Guernica, bond of a 
sacred union is loved by every 


If statesmen and peoples would but 
listen to the voice of God speaking 
through history, how much wiser and 
fraught with happier issues their deci- 
sions would be. 


The course that Christian faith dic- 
tates is to dispense with methods that 
in days gone by have proved so in- 
effective and disastrous, and in their 
place to try to establish among the 
nations of the world a common spirit 
of fellowship based upon understand- 
ing and goodwill. Diplomacy and 
intrigue are bound sooner or later to 
produce war. Anything that savours 
of secrecy awakens suspicion, which in 
turn speedily resolves itself into fear. 


bv 


I; becomes more and more 
clear, therefore, that the only really 
helpful contribution we, as a nation, 
can make to world affairs, is to free 
ourselves as speedily as possible from 
any and every commitment we have 
made. By this means alone shall we 
be in.a position to fill that place of 
influence that our status in the world 
gives us almost by natural right. 


So long as we are tied and handi- 
capped by various treaties, it is 
impossible for us to speak in the 
authoritative way we should were we 
free from all such encumbrances. To 
pin our faith to political alliances is to 
show ourselves to be acting the part of 
the silly dove to which the prophet 
likened the people of God long years 
ago. 


Let those, therefore, who would be 
loyal to the divine way and purpose 
see in what is taking place in the world 
today a re-emergence of that very 
situation that brought about the tragic 
overthrow of the Hebrew nation, and 
be warned in time lest an even worse 
calamity overtake them. Pride has 
been the precursor of many a nation’s 
destruction; may we learn our lesson 
ere it be too late! 


In this picture of William Penn may 
be seen another well-known tree— 
the “Pennsylvania Elm,” under which 
his treaty with the Indians was signed. 


Basque with all his heart; its life is 
our life, its shade our love.” 


And after listening to the crashing 
chords of the last few lines— 


“If history does not lie, that tree was 
planted by the Mighty Hand which 
gave life to all,” 


I would go and hide myself, awed, 
trembling, but happy, and dry my tears 
in a secluded corner. 


OTHER FAMOUS TREES 


There are many famous trees scat- 
tered up and down the globe. The 
“Aragon” at Teneriffe; the “Laurel in 
the Ravine,” in which Isabella the 
Catholic hid from the pursuing Moors; 
Virgil's laurel planted by Petrarch on 
the poet's tomb; the apple tree whose 
fruit revealed the law of gravity tos 
Newton; the St. Helena willow which 
sheltered the fallen despot after Water- 
loo; Pope’s tree where the young poet 
wrote his Ode to Solitude at the age of 
12; Columbus’ cotton tree in San 
Domingo; the “Peace Tree” in Cuba; 
the Vinconos beech under which King 
San Luis gave audience; the “Tree of 
the sorrowful night” in Mexico, which 
witnessed the tears of Hernan Cortés; 
and many others. 


The first “Tree of Guernica” is men- 
tioned in legend at the beginning of the 
fourteenth century. In its shade was 
held, twice a year, the assembly before 
which the “sefiores” of Biscay swore 
to safeguard and fulfil the laws and 
customs of that region. 


There were elected the people’s 
deputies, and there it was that the 
Catholic kings made oath to respect 
the privileges of Vasconia, the land 
which neither Goth nor Roman had 
ever subdued. 


The ancient escutcheon of Guernica 
showed a tree vert on a field argent, 
and to this were added later, as if in 
obedience to some presentiment, two 
wolves sable devouring a lamb. It 
would seem indeed as if those wolves 
stood for the stranger hordes who are 
fighting there now and the lamb for 
Euzkadi (the Basque province) stained 
in the crimson of its heroic blood. 


Was This YOUR Peace Week? 


“This is peace week,” said the 
teacher to a class of infants. “Do you 
know what we mean when: we talk 
about peace?” 


“I know,” volunteered a bright boy 
of six years. “It means we can stay in 
bed if we like and don’t have to wash.” 


———— 
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Property & Pacifist 
Policy 


"THE article by J. Middleton Murry, 

“Pacifism and Politics,” is very 
educative, and I quite see that com- 
plete disarmament involves the sur- 
render of our national prestige and our 
colonial possessions. 


I confess, however, that it gives me 
a sinking feeling when I read that “if 
a great nation refuses to defend its 
property against its external enemies 
its individual citizens will not be able 
to defend their property against those 
who would assail it within.” 


To my mind there is a great dis- 
tinction between the rightful use 
of force by the police for the pre- 
servation of law, and the use of 
violence under the conditions of 
modern warfare. I cannot see why 
we cannot retain the former whilst 
abolishing the latter. 


Mr. Murry’s contention would seem 
to imply that it is necessary for the 
whole of the people of a nation to 
become pacifists. If we think this we 
are indeed idealists, and our vision of 
a world free from war is a dream 
removed a thousand years or so from 
the present day. 


I think we shall be much more likely 
to gain ground in our movement if we 
cling to something which is practical 
as well as an ideal. The practical 
remedies for getting rid of war are 
universal disarmament and equality of 
access to economic resources. 


Need we look further, or commit 
ourselves to more than that? 


C. A. SOLLOWAY. 


128 Marlborough Lane, 
Charlton, S.E.7. 


DON'T BE NEGATIVE 


« J am sure that we will not convey 
the light of peace by concentrating 
upon the darkness which represents 
the evil we are fighting against. 


The positive element of pacifism 
is contained in its own living vir- 
tue, not as an opposing power to 
war. For if its strength is to be found 
in opposition, it can then exist only 
when elevated in the scales by some 
counter-balancing menace. 


Pacifism is something which can 
exist without a menace. Unless 
human beings can see the inherent 
goodness of pacifism without being 
won over by fear psychology they are 
not worth saving. : 


JOAN ADENCY EASDALE. 
15 Upper Park Road, 
London, N.W.3. 


SPEAKERS’ CLASS 


I think it is of urgent and vital 
importance to our movement that a 
speakers’ class should be instituted at 
once and meet at 96 Regent Street 
once a week, say, at 7 o'clock. 


PERCY C. DARBIE. 


106 Hither Green Lane, 
London, S.E.13. 


WAR MEDALS 


Among the many members of the 
Peace Pledge Union, there may be ex- 
Service men like myself who are in 
possession of war medals. I would 
Jike to suggest we give the medals to 
the P.P.U. to be sold to the smelters, 
the money derived from sale of same 
to be used for peace propaganda or 
perhaps endow a bed in some hospital. 


No pacifist should have a desire to 
retain his war medals. 
F. HILL. 


97 Sylvan Avenue, 
Timperley, Altrincham. 


; satisfied. 
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SHAKESPEARE AS PACIFIST 


"THERE is no need to find reference 

to the word “war” to know that 
Shakespeare had seen the truth that we 
have seen. 


Consider Act 2, Scene 7, of As You 
Like It. 


The Duke and his friends are at 
meat in the forest. Orlando, who is 
faint with hunger, and has left Adam, 
in still worse condition, behind him in 
the wood, rushes on the party with 
drawn sword and demands that they 
eat no more until he and Adam are 
To his amazement he is 
not met with violence or abuse, but 
quietly rebuked for such a breach 
of etiquette, and asked his business. 

Still waving his sword (though he 
must know he looks a fool), he 
cries :— 

. .. But forbear, I say; 

He dies that touches any of this fruit 

Till I and my affairs are answered. 


“An you will not be answered with 
reason, I must die,” replies Jaques. 
Duke: What would you have? Your gentle- 
ness shall force 

More than your force move us to gentleness. 

Orxvanvo: I almost die for food, and let me 
have it. 

Duke: Sit down and feed, and welcome to 
our table. 


AWAKE! 


“The inaudible and noiseless foot of 
time” moves on: cause and effect go 
forward relentlessly, step by step: and 
the once apparently tiny, negligible 
cloud of war, now grown into a great 
pall of blackness, Jooms over the 
world with growing extent and in- 
tensity. 


No human effort can check the 
advance of time: but cause and effect 
are certainly, to a great degree, within 
the control of humanity: otherwise 
life has no value or purpose, and the 
world would be a chaos of futility. In 
fact we know that mind does con- 
trol matter and exert a directive in- 
fluence in the world: for we are now 
seeing the dire effects of the influence 
of evil or incapable minds that have 
been allowed to direct world affairs 
and bring us to the brink of cata- 
clysmic disaster. 


Therefore we must know that a 
preponderating power of beneficent 
and capable minds could guide the 
world in the direction of increasing 
purpose, prosperity, and peace. 


_ But no good thing, or good condi- 
tion of things, can come to humanity 
without travail and self-sacrifice. All 
must give something of themselves 
(however small his or her talent may 
be) to help to bring the good that all 
wish for. 


All cannot be statesmen: but all 
can use that portion of power which 
is theirs to control the State and imbue 
it with the spirit of human sympathy 
and intelligent foresight, by associating 
with others of like mind in groups and 
bodies, linked together for that pur- 
pose. 


That individual concern and interest 
has never been so necessary as it is 
now. Never before has the civilization 
of the world been in such imminent 
peril as.at present. Never before has 
the world been in such need of the 
help of every man and woman 
among its inhabitants. 


E. E. BRISCOE. 
Littlecote, 
Hever, near Edenbridge. 


Ortanpo: Speak you so gently? Pardon 
me, I pray you: 

I thought thar all things had been savage 
here; 

And therefore put I on the countenance 

Of stern commandment . . - 


He moralizes a moment, then con- 
cludes : — 
Let gentleness my strong enforcement be: 
In the which hope I blush, and hide my 
sword, 


That is all; no mention of war. But, 
oh, what a pacifist moral it contains! 
How true that is today, as it was in 
Shakespeare’s day. It is a truth more 
immortal even than Shakespeare. 


And that comment of Jaques, how 
aptly it illustrates our position. 


“An you will not be answered with 
Reason, I must die,” he says. 


We are like Jaques. Rather than act 
contrary to our reason, rather than 
answer a fool according to his folly, 
we would die. But, of course, we 
hope, like Jaques, that it won't be 
necessary: that very reasonableness 
will be our salvation—and the world’s. 


H. W. TATTERSALL. 


107 Langham Road, 
Blackburn. 


CHILD VICTIMS AT 
HOME 


With reference to the Salvation 
Army’s appeal for funds to support the 
Basque children, I note that they make 
a request for 10s. as a minimum for 
the maintenance of each child per 
week. Surely the “Army” is the wrong 
body to administer this relief. 


The public assistance committee 
should do this, for it allows 2s. for 
each English child to live on. Why 
should we subscribe 10s. to make 
bonny children of Spaniards, while 
many of ours exist in skin and bone 
on 2s. per week. 


F. RUSSELL RALPHS. 


48 Cobnar Road, 
Sheffield, 8. 


MASS WAR RESISTANCE 


For every member of the P.P.U. 
there are probably ten equally sincere 
believers in pacifism who feel unable 
to take the peace pledge because their 
livelihoods are to a greater or less 
degree involved in war preparations. 


Would it not be possible to con- 
solidate this weight of public 
opinion in some manifesto with 
which we could confront the 
Government? 


Whatever opinion the Government 
might have regarding the moral posi- 
tion taken up by signatories to such 
a declaration, there would be no escap- 
ing the fact that there is a large per- 
centage of the population that has no 
faith in armaments and therefore lacks 
that enthusiasm without which the 
nation could not hope to hold out 
ude the conditions of modern war- 
are. 


Moreover, it is probable that many 
of the signatories would “down tools” 
and take the P.P.U. position on the 
outbreak of war when not merely a 
part (as is often the case at present) but 
the whole of their work would be 
devoted to war purposes. 


“What the P.P.U. 
Stands for” 


AY I be allowed to comment upon 

certain statements by your com 

tributor Mariel Cardew in her article 
What the P.P.U. stands for? 


She appears to assume that we are 
a very wealthy country which has “a 
monopoly of most of the world’s 
goods.” And she goes on to suggest 
that we must be prepared to sacrifice 
the “comfort and power that the 
existence of ihe British Empire affords 
in a tremendous degree to a few, a” 
in a lesser degree to all the members 
of the Empire.” 


Is your contributor aware that 


nearly a quarter of the population © 


our country is suffering from starve 
tion? And does she realize that a st! 
larger number are living from hand 
mouth, and can only afford the nece; 
sities of life? Will she inform us ‘0 
the nature of the sacrifice that 1S il 
be made by these people, and W' 
she please explain what she meat 
when she speaks of the “comfor 
and power” enjoyed by the peoples 
of the Empire? 


Most of us appear to have precious 
little comfort and no power whatev™ 


JOHN H. BURNE: 
5 Moor Park Villas, 
Leeds, 6. 


EX-SERVICE MEN 
CAN HELP 


Having read in an article in 4 su 
day newspaper that ex-Service men nd 
now remaining in the background 4 k 
are seldom heard these days, I (hh, 
here they have a fine opportunity 1 
coming to the front and letting 
public see that they are by no m 
lying dormant. 


Once more they should be ready 
to join up, but this time under se 
banner of the Peace Pledge Un! 


Each man will be armed only with 
his mental powers, pitted against 
methods of militarism, and must S™ 
utter valour in the face of the enn. 
refusing in all circumstances to beli€ 
that only by increasing armaments 
can obtain an everlasting peace. 


must not rest till the flag of Ae by 
geddon is torn down and replace of 
Christ's banner—‘“The Banner 


Peace.” =| DANES: 


56 Kenwood Road, 
Birmingham, 9. 


CHRISTIAN DUTY 
wat 


To participate in a modern 
requires a aan to depart from ae 
Christian virtue we know. | of ¥ 
who believe it may sometimes. Mase 
Christian’s duty to fight I would 
the question: 


S 

In what other instance 40% 
the attaining of Christian 

necessitate a complete disteb ine 
of Christian principles 1? 
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 Revinaia Sorensen, M.P. 


LAsr Thursday's debate on Spain 
drew a full house and the Foreign 
oy did well, from his point of 


He Criticized the Labour Opposition 
“verely for initiating the debate and 
Slaimed that in the circumstances his 
Pfoposals of progressive withdrawal 

f foreign troops from Spain, and a 
Possible recognition of belligerent 

Bhts for both the Madrid and the 
Burgos Governments, offered the sur- 
‘ Way of securing a limitation of the 
heatre of war. 


The essential Labour attitude was 
that Franco should not be accorded 
elligerent rights, he being a rebel, 
4nd that it was useless to rely on 
’ny promise made either by Ger- 
Many or Italy. 


The 


Government ranks 


ch lustily 
®ered their spokesmen and 


appar- 

tly in some quarters attempted to 

Spt the method of derisive laughter 

PPosition speakers. The debate 

Se ‘talked out” at eleven o'clock by 
YMour Cocks, whereat boisterous 

a Was poured forth by the Govern- 
“nt supporters. 


Certaj In| 
Spai ih 


Was § 


the Labour policy on 
“In did not secure too good a show 
i, there was some doubt as to 

ther the debate should have been 
abner ced- But as there is the prob- 

'ty that the Labour Party would 
ket been severely criticized by its 
Dla Wing had the debate not taken 

fe, the Labour Party stood to suffer 
er way! 


diy; M ONDAY'’S debate did reach a 
thao? Before then the big guns 

Ndered, including Churchill and 
°yd George. 


cet of these were particularly exer- 
Over the emplacement of sixteen 
of R howitzers in the neighbourhood 
Gaim Gibraltar. The member for Epping 
Med to be indifferent and non- 
ans2, turning his back on both the 
Ce eORists but asserting his one con- 
to be “Spain.” 


peut what is “Spain” apart from 
S and policies? This eleva- 
f an abstraction has no reality 
ane detached from human interests 
Probably Churchill realized this, 
Cle, Whilst he was pouring out his 
tx, Yer phrases, polished and laborious 
of craftsmanship though 


tion 0 


hh ek it was not Spain that con- 
le him most but Britain, and 

Mal Britain at that. He was not 
fore; Much interested in the presence of 
bilit 8M guns in Spain as in the possi- 


‘a aot their menace to British in- 


F the many auxiliary associ- 
and committees held in the 
Of Westminster (it being a 
S One reason why the bar does 
. S€ until the House does!) the 
Te Parliamentary Association and 


tion 


pilace 
ges i i 
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In this exclusive article, written during his recent visit to Rome, | Platform Pars 


PEACE NEWS 


. GEORGE LANSBURY says to the Press 
“USE YOUR POWER FOR PEACE” 


AY I appeal to you, as a 
M son of the masses, to do 

everything in your power 
to damp down the fires of hatred 
which burn so strongly through- 
out the world today. 

The people of Germany, Russia, 
France, Britain, Italy, and 
America, want only to live in 
peace with each other, they ask 
nothing more of God or nature 
than the right to work and live in 
friendship with one another. 

The Press of the world has, at this 
moment, a God-sent opportunity—the 
opportunity of expressing in hundreds 
of millions of newspapers this, the final 
longing of all humanity. News has to 
be given, but as a newspaperman I 
know how easy it is to give just that 
little twist to a “story,” to misplace 
a word here or a sentence there, so that 
the whole meaning of a man’s speech 
or writing can be altered. 

You, as pressmen, are able to dis- 
count all that when you read, but let 
me beg you to remember that the 
ordinary men and women who read 
what you write know nothing of Press 
technique and are therefore easily 
misled by something that would seem 
trivial and even obvious to you. 

If people are misled then they 
are easy victims of hatred, and if 
they hate then they will fight. If 
mankind hates it will rush to its 
doom—a doom which can only 
mean the annihilation of civiliza- 
tion as we know it. 

If we are to avoid this catastrophe 
a catastrophe more frightful than that 
which followed the destruction of 
Roman civilization, then we must act 
quickly, for we cannot plead today 
that time is on our side. Time is 
short. 

I appeal to journalists, editors, and 
newspaper proprietors and all in 
authority in all lands and beg them in 
this time of tribulation to take a new 
big lead in the affairs of the world—a 
lead for peace. 

Science, led by the genius of Edison 


the Labour Commonwealth Group are 
the most important. 


Regular lectures and discussions 
take place in connexion with these 
societies in a room just off Westmin- 
ster Hall and it is of great value to 
hear spokesmen from the Dominions 
and Colonies adumbrate (a word dis- 
liked greatly by Earl Baldwin) on a 
variety of problems. 


Of all the distinctions Teonen 
British and Dominion Labour per- 
haps the most striking is related 
to the divergence between the 
South African and British Labour 
Parties respecting the treatment of 
coloured people. 


This is likely to seeth and bubble 
pretty fiercely over the possible trans- 
ference to the South African Union 
of Basutoland, Swaziland, and Bech- 
uanaland. South Africa demands 


these Protectorates, but it is certain 
that this would mean a retrogressive 
step for the natives. 


BOOK THIS DATE! 


Bournemouth and District United Pacifist 
Demonstration In conjunction with the Parlia- 
mentary Pacifist Group on Wednesday, Octo- 
ber 6 at Bournemouth Town Hall, 8 p.m. 
Speakers: 
George Lansbury, Lord Ponsonby 
and other prominent Pacifists. 

Particulars from Local Secretary: 

Miss Margaret J. Stay 
116 Castlemalin Ave., BOURNEWOUTH 


and the brilliance of Senator Marconi, 
has conquered space. Neither moun- 
tain ranges, rivers, nor Oceans can now 
prevent men from coming together 
and from talking with each other. 

We are a world community, we 
are blessed with everything we 
need to live happily together and 
we lack only one thing—peace. 

I am convinced that the Press, now 
in the heyday of its enormous power, 
can lead us along the road we all wish 
to travel. The pen is indeed mightier 
than the sword; every pressman knows 
that. I ask you to use your pens in 
the cause of good wiil and brother- 
hood, which is the cause of peace. 

Only this morning I stood in a 
chapel on the Appian way, and as I 
stood there I heard again in my mind 
the words Quo vadis domine? Listen- 
ing there in the church I felt I could 
hear Jesus calling to us all as he called 
to Jerusalem. 

Again I felt the courage born of his 
love giving me the strength of mind 
and purpose to speak to statesmen and 
to pressmen and to cry aloud to 
them— 

“Why will you die? Turn to Him 
whose followers bore witness even 
unto death that the law of life is love 
and only through love can the world 
be saved. Love is a greater con- 
queror than hate, for the victories 
of love leave behind them no bitter- 
ness and no sores—only happiness 
remains.” 

Now that the thunder clouds of hate 
and suspicion are darkening the 
world, it seems as though the light of 
the gospel teachings will never again 


»! break through the dark. Those teach- 


ings, however, WILL break through, 
and you pressmen, editors, and news- 
paper owners can do more than any 
other body of men to help them. 

I am asking you to help to spread 
the teaching of the gospel and in so 
doing rescue mankind from perdition 
and help lead the world along the way 
of peace and security based on good 
will. 

I am doing my utmost to move the 
churches actively to do the same 
thing. 


A SACRED DUTY 


“The men of my time have a sacred 
duty: to make peace.” These words 
form part of the inscription on a 
monument to the memory of Albert 
Thomas, first director of the Inter- 
national Labour Office, which was un- 
veiled at the 23rd session of the 
International Labour Conference, held 
at Geneva recently. 

The forty-hour week was one of the 
subjects discussed by the conference, 
which also urged action to end “special 
forms of exploitation and discrimina- 
tion” to which women have been 
subject. 


Repeal of Reactionary 
Acts Demanded 


“The repeal of the reactionary Acts 
of Parliament relating to trade union 
disputes and incitements to disaffec- 
tion” are among the additions to the 
Labour Party's “immediate pro- 
gramme” to be proposed at the party’s 
37th annual conference at Bourne- 
mouth from October 4 to 8. 

The “United Front,” Spain, and pro- 
tests against the Government’s “re- 
armament” policy form the subjects 
of other resolutions. 


(Concluded from page 7) 
“ Disarmament” — 
pace Ebi lebshee ho EE 


IN a world so full of nations fever- 
4 ishly arming, the headline “Limita- 
tion of Navies” in The Times on 
Monday, seemed almost too good to 
be true. Actually it referred to the 
signature on Saturday of Anglo-Ger- 
man and Anglo-Russian bilateral naval 
agreements which have been under 
negotiation for more than eighteen 
months, and which extend to Germany 
and Russia the provisions of the 1936 
London Naval Treaty. 

Evidence that such treaties are of 
little real value has been provided by 
the fact that Japan’s refusal to accept 
the gun-calibre limit of fourteen 
inches resulted in an announcement by 
the U.S. Secretary of State last week 
that his country would mount sixteen- 
inch guns on two new battleships. 


—and “Rearmament” 
pe LBS 


“In the daily-growing strength of 
Great Britain lies the soundest and 
Surest guarantee that peace will be 
preserved,” said Mr. Chamberlain re- 
cently. But Signor Gayda (Musso- 
lini’s “mouthpiece”) doesn’t think so; 
in the Giornale d'Italia he has just de- 
clared that the British Empire is in a 
“fury of armament.” He asked against 
whom these preparations were directed 
and added: 

Rather than think of the free distribution 
of raw materials among the Powers, as Sir 
Samuel Hoare did some time ago, the British 
Empire is thinking today of cornering all 
materials for itself, both to insure its own 
supplies and prevent other Powers from 
getting any for themselves. 


Far East 


As we go to press it seems likely 
that the Sino-Japanese clash will de- 
velop into war. How nations with 
“interests” in China will regard 
Japan's action remains to be seen, but 
already an official American statement 
has declared that the U.S.A. could not 
“escape the influences” of war in the 
Far East. Action now on the lines 
of that section of the Imperial Con- 
ference report relating to Australia 
and the Pacific (quoted on page one) 
would go a long way to remove exist- 
ing tension. 


Spain 


The British proposals, which have 
now been circulated to members of 
the Non-Intervention Committee, are 
on remarkably similar lines to the 
“unofficially proposed compromise” 
reported in last week’s PEACE 
NEWS. No enthusiasm for, or imme- 
diate rejection of, the plan has been 
voiced and argument seems likely to 
develop round the suggestion that 
belligerent rights for both parties at 
sea should be conditional on the com- 
mencement of the withdrawal of 
“volunteers.” No nation, however, 
seems willing to incur the responsi- 
bility of ‘“torpedoing” the plan, so 
that if the plan does “founder,” it will 
probably do so on the rocks of mutu- 
ally incompatible alterations. 


LATE NEWS 


If you have difficulty 
in getting PEACE NEWS 
send a card at once to 


59 Waterfall Rd., London, N.11 
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YOU can help PEACE NEWS if you... 
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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—— ORDERS for PEACE NEWS 


Hetus 


received later than 


first post on the Wednesday 
before publication date 
cannot be GUARANTEED 


(though every endeavour will be made to meet them) 


————Please give your order EARLY 


———s 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


1d. per word, 


minimum ls. 


Box number 6d. extra 


Latest Time for Copy, Tuesday Morning 


APARTMENTS 
STUDENTS’ CUBICLES with 
board, 35s. week. Large, quiet gar- 


den. Table tennis—Concord House, 
23 Pembridge Villas, W.11. 


DRAMATIC 


CAN YOU ACT? Use your talent 
for peace by joining the International 
Pax Players Association. Non-sec- 
tarian, non-political. Particulars from 
Mrs. E. Eunice Horner, 48 Arlington 
Street, London, N.1. 


EDUCATIONAL 


GERMAN PACIFIST, expert lin- 
guist, living in South Denmark near 
beautiful Flensburg Fjord, is willing 
to take students as boarders to learn 
German, Danish, Swedish, French or 
Italian. Very reasonable terms. Fa- 
cilities for regular German and Dan- 
ish conversational practice in district. 
For further particulars, apply War 
Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey 
Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


WHERE TO STAY 


BOURNEMOUTH: AVON ROYAL 
Hotel, East Cliff. Hot and cold 
water, bedrooms, central heating. 
Modern, from three guineas. 
Bertram Hull for brochure. 
3142. 


Phone 


COTSWOLDS. In the “Valley of 
Peace.” Food Reform (vegetarian) 
Guest House. Old world charm: log 
fires: house car: 24 guineas (except 
August). Manager an ex-“C.0.” 
“Fortune’s Well,” Sheepscombe, near 
Stroud, Gloucester. 


DELIGHTFUL 16th CENTURY 
FARMHOUSE in Sussex is open as 
a guest-house to those desiring restful 
and health-giving holidays. Suitable 
for conferences or retreats. Profits 
are used to provide holidays for 
London slum-dwellers. 

Write to Mrs. J. A. Corke, Mickle- 
page Farm, Nuthurst, near Horsham, 
Sussex. 


WE BUILD for peace—may we 
send a prospectus?—Felcourt School, 
East Grinstead. 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c., from 
1 guinea to 100 guineas. Battley 
Brothers Ltd., Printers and Publishers, 
The Queensgate Press, Clapham Park, 
S.W.4. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS.—Vegetarian 
Food Reform Guest House. Alt. 606ft. 
For happy holiday or restful recupera- 
tion. Increased accommodation. Cen- 
tral heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, near Matlock. Tel.: 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate 
(L.M.S.) 


MEETINGS 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIA- 
TION (London Union). A Fellowship 
Hour, for communion with God and 
each other, led by Rev. Alan Balding, 
is being held the third Monday in 
each month, from 6 to 7 p.m., at 
165 Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C.1. 


TYPEWRITING 

THE SOUTH LONDON TYPE- 
WRITING BUREAU (Mabel L. 
Eyles), 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, 
S.E.24. Telephone Brixton 2863. Du- 
plicating, typewriting, private short- 
hand lessons, speed practice, &c. 
Prices on application. 


What is the pacifist attitude to 
events in Spain to-day? 

READ 

“SPAIN, A CHALLENGE TO 

PACIFISM ” 
(Price 2d.) 
By H. RUNHAM BROWN 

Obtainable from: 

The War Resisters’ International, 
11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, Middlesex 


The Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London, W.1 


LONDON. Pacifists will find con- 
genial society, comfort, and good food 
at Concord House. International and 
strictly vegetarian. Convenient for 
West End parks, theatres, and stores. 
Partial board from 55s. week.—Mrs. 
F. E. Morgan, 23 Pembridge Villas, 
London, W.11. 


PACIFIST 
PAMPHLETS 


?Asses, Fools, and Prating Cox- 
combs. 

Pacifist’s ABC. 

The Problem. 

State Housekeeping. 

The Great “If.” 

Sanctions Junction, Change Here 
for Peace. 

The Laws of Peace. 

Two Cigarettes for Peace 

The above can be obtained from 


the author, A. Ruth Fry, 
Thorpeness, Suffolk. 


Larger quantities at reduced 
prices. 


Please send names and addresses of anyone who might be interested 
to receive specimen copies of PEACE NEWS to the publishing office, 
59 Waterfall Road, London, N.11. 


23—27 (Fri.—Tues.) OXFORD; con- 
gress on “The World’s Need of 
Religion”; World Congress of 
Faiths (Continuation Movement); 
particulars from_ secretary, 17 
Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 


24 (Sat.) 2 and 6 p.m. Queen’s Road, 
Baptist Church, COVENTRY; 
first conference of the Christian 
Pacifist Party. 


2.30--6.30 p.m. Basque House, 


LANGHAM, near Colchester; “at 
home”; P.P.U. 


Write |25 (Sun.) 3 p.m. SOUTHAMPTON 


Common; open-air meeting to be 
addressed by Frank R. Hancock; 
P.P.U., Southampton group. 


7.30 p.m. Bandstand, Handsworth 
Park, BIRMINGHAM; mass 
meeting on “Remove the Causes 
of War”; No More War Move- 
ment. 


8.15 p.m. Woolston Sands, 
SOUTHAMPTON; _ open - air 


Tribute to Pacifists 


A large Peace Pledge Union demon- 
stration Clapham Common, 
London, S.W., on Saturday afternoon 
had the unusual experience of being 
applauded at its conclusion. 


on 


Open-air crowds are rarely so 


demonstrative. 
parts of South London took part in 
the demonstration. 


RAMBLERS 


Plaistow, West Ham, Ruislip, and 
Chingford groups were represented in 
a small gathering at Chingford on 
Saturday for a ramble through Epping 
Forest to High Beach. The next 
ramble, at which all will be welcome, 
will take place on August 7, meeting 
outside Chingford Station (opposite 
cinema) at 3.30 p.m. 


Groups from many 


Go by train, travel from Liverpool 
Street to Chingford, or by No. 38 bus 
from Victoria to Chingford Station. 
No previous notice is necessary. The 
ramble will last from four to four and 
a half hours, and all members should 
wear badges. Tea will cost one shilling. 


DIARY OF THE WEEK 


| 
meeting to be addressed by F. R 4 
Hancock; P.P.U., Southampto? 
group. 
(Mon.) 8 p.m. Congregations! 
Church, TWICKENHAM. ®& 
Capper-Johnson at public meé 
ing; P.P.U. 


jends 
(Tues.) 1.20—2 p.m. _Friett 
House, Euston Road, LONDO™: 
N.W.1; Dr. Albert W. Palmer 0 
“Cross Currents in Amen 
Peace Sentiment”; __ Lond 
Friends’ Peace Committee. 


(Wed.) 8 p.m. Wild Cowl 
KINGSWAY, London, Ws d 
open-air meeting; Meth 

Peace Fellowship. 

29 (Thurs.) 1.10—2 
noster Row, LONDON, 
speaker, H. Allan Smith; 
P.P.U, group. 

30—Aug. 6 (Fri—Fri.) The Hayip 
SWANWICK, Derbyshire; PP." 
Camp; (See notice board, pase 


26 
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Ban on the 


Peace Pledge Uniot ) TH 


Considerable publicity has Lai 
given to the Peace Pledge Union as * 
result of the recent ban on meetin 
in Epping’s only public hall, 00 
grounds that the Union is a “subvel 
sive agency.” The Committee © 
trolling the hall, which consists 
representatives of the Women’s 18 
tute and ex-Service men’s IU! 
issued a statement which has cause® 
storm of criticism. 

the 


A prominent member of ost 
Epping Council has pointed a 
that the ex-Service men were io? 
cently given equal representat 
on the hall committee, and o 
that “these would-be dictatoO™ | 
immediately tried to crush 
speech. 

The committee state: “We " 
opposed to the use of our hall by 
organization which at its last me 
endeavoured to persuade young ©. | 
and women to sign a pledge that 
would never take up arms 10 
defence of their country. ... ha 
taken the view that- the Peace 
Union is a subversive agency.” 


PLease Hanp Tuis To Your NEwsaGENT 


(Newsagent’s name) 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS to me weekly. 


as 


from issue dated ooo eet . 


Note to Newsagent—PEACE NEWS is published weekly 23 * 


nstional newspaper at the retail price of 2d. 


It is obtainable by YO“ 


wholesaler at the usual rates from the Publishers, at 59 Waterfall 
Road, London, N.1! (Tel: Enterprise 1888). 
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